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hear others, but I think a seleet committee
of three members could hear all that every-
one had to say in the course of a day. I
hope members will accede to the wishes of
this important body, because it represents
the whole of the ratepayers of Greater
Perth,

Hon. A. SANDERBON  (Metropolitan-
Subwrban) [9.46]: T shall eertainly support
Mr, Lovekin in kis request for the refercnce
of this Bill to a select committee. He has
dealt with the clause which affects the pro-
vinee he represents, Without tying myself
in any way to that particular point, I think
the people he is speaking for are entitled to
the fullest henring of their case, It is only
fair play that they should be heard and the
casiest anid most effective way is before a
select committee, Tt is rather difficult to
obey, Mr. President, if not your ruling, the
indication of your wishes in conmection with
this Bill, becanse the question of general prin-
ciples hardly comes in. There are three pro-
vistons te which I wish to refer and if is
very hard to group a criticism of them as
any kind of principle.  Paragraph (b} of
Clause 4 proposes to insert in Bection 41 of
the Aet the words ‘‘and preseribe the man-
ner in which such tablets and the characters
thereon shall be paintel and the distinguish-
ing colours thereof for the several classes of
licenses.’’ This is followed by a provision
as follows: ‘‘Require the driver of any
vehiele lieensed for the carage of passen-
gers or goods to exhibit a preseribed sign
whilst waiting for hire to indicate that such
vehicle is plying for hire.’’ I am going to
make an appeal for a select comwittee in
ovder that these people may be heard. T am
voieing the opinion of a small minority, but
they are entitled to a full hearing of their
case. I am rteferring to motor. people who
ply for hire in the sense that their cars ean
be taken out for hire, but they do not ply
for hire in the sense of standing on the ranks
and picking up odd passengers. I hold in my
hand the Manchester Corporation Generas
Powers Bill, u memorandum on behalf of
the motor legislation committee of the House
of Commons which was drawn up with special
refercnee to this partienlar point, and is well
worth the attention of a seleet committee.
Paragraph (e) of Clause ¢ demands some
consideration. Tt refers to the question of
requiring and authorising each local au-
thority to require a license to be obtained at
a preseribed fee for the use of any jinker,
whim, or other vehicle or trailer engaged in
heavy traffic in its district. Members who
are acquainted with country distriets, the
duties of road hoards, the Read Districts
Act, the work under present conditions and
the proposed alteration know that this pro-
vision has aroused the greatest interest in
country districts. As an instance of this, a
public meeting of ratepayers of the Darling
Range district called upon the whole of the
board to resign, a thing which had never pre-
viously happened im the 25 years of the
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board ’s existence. The question at issue was
that of the heavy traffie. It is a matter
which demands the closest attention of mem-
bers before they pass this measure. If Mr.
Lovekin’s segmestion is not adopted, ome of
two things will happen; either we shall pass
legislation withont the £full consideration
which these particular points deserve, or we
ghall be unduly delayed in Committee in
dealing with these poiuts. To save time I
trust that the Leader of the House will con-
sent to the appointment of a sclect com-
mittee,

On motion by Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott, de-
bate adjourued.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pam., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor reeeived noti-
fying assent to the following Billg:-—

1. Auctioneers.'
. North Fremantle Rates Validation.
. Supply Bill (No. 4) £1,030,000.

. General Lean and Inseribed Stock Aet
Amendnient.

5. Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Contin-
uvanee,

6. Constitution Aet Amendment.

Wt

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1921-22.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from 15th December; Mr, Stubbs

in the Chair, the Colonial Treasurer in
charge of the votes.

Vote—Departmental, £66,124:

Hon. P. COLLIER {(Boulder) {[4.85]):
Doubtless hon. members, during their leisure
Lourgs of the holiday season, availed them-
selves of the opportunity to elosely study the



details of the Loan Estimates. Doubtless
also, they will find themselves apprm"ing or
disapproving of the Estimates accordlng to
the amount set out for works they consider
essential to the development of the distriets
they represent.

AMr. Johnston: No, for the whole of the
State.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Works arc bound to
be national, so long as they are in the con-
stitueney one represents. I am afraid, how-
ever, that if goldfields members viewed the
Estimates from that standpoint, they would
find it Qifficult to become enthusiastie. Al-
thongh some parts of the State may not par-
ticipate to a great extent in the loan expen-
diture -during the coming year, certainly ne
hon. member will have eause to complain of
the total amount set out fortheir approval
being in any way inadequate. Members will
observe that the Premier estimates that he
will spend, in vound figures, £3,348,000 from
lean funds, That is a very large amount,
especially when we have regard for the fact
that our total indebtedness amounts, again
in round figures, to some £49,000,000. It
has been pointed out hy the Premier that
we are entitled to deduet a sum of £7,640,000
which has lien contributed to the sinking
fund; but even so, the fignres still stand out
as being very large. I know that the Pre-
mier will point out before the discussion
closes that it is intended to spend the greater
portion of this money on land settlement,
prinetpatly relating to soldier settlement, 1t
is iuteresting to note how loan expenditure
has been inereasing  during  vecent years,
During the years of prosperity, in the gond
old days when Lahour governed the eountry,
large sums of loan moneys were spent ea{:,h
year. We reached our high water mark in
1913, when we spent £3.400,000, I would
remind hon, members who may desire to
quote that fact against me, however, that
included in that amount was a sam  of
£500,000 for the purchase of the Perth trams
which, it will be agreed, was exeeptional
and extraordingry expenditure, That expen-
diture, it should he mentioned, was author-
ised by Parliament. In that year, also,
£160,000 was expended in connection with
workers’ homes. )

Mr, Lutey: And that has been a paying
work too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Undonbtedly. That
cxpenditure also included additional funds
for the Agricultural Bank., T recall the fact
that one of the charges made against the
Government of the day was that we were
expending enormous sums of Jloan money,
We, however, were never permitted to .ta.kc
the loan expenditure and the expendgtm-e
from revenue separately.  The expenditure
from revenwe and loan was bulked together
and the total held up as something appalling,
We were told that the time had arrived whep
the State should steady up on loan expendi-
ture. T recall the fact that the present Min-
ister for FEducation, when speaking at Nor-
tham, said that Western Australin  had
reached the stage when it could not afford to
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spend more than a wmillion pounds annually
from loan funds. I do not pick on the Min-
ister for Edueation specially for any reason
whatever, but I know—and hon. members
who were in the House at the time will also
remember—that the Minister for Edueation
Was one of the most reckless of our then
crities,

Mr. Underwood:
day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The man who preached
economy in season and out of season and
said that the State could not spend more
than a millien pounds per year from loan
funds, is to-day the senior Minister in a
Government who bring down Estimates for
the expenditure of over 314 million pounds.
When the first National Government came
into power in 1916.] T, it was then said that
a hait would have to he made in the expen-
diture from loan funds, and only 853184
was voted that vear. - Tn 1917-18—T think
that was Mr. Qardiner’s vear—the amount
was £1,054,178; in 1918-10 the expenditure
was £1,040,735. Tn the fwo or three years
I' have referred to, the average cxpenditure
was about one million pounda, Tt was
slightly nnder that amonut for the first vear
il sHabtly over for the next two years,
Then cume the present Treasurer and in 1919.
20 the loan expenditure rose from £1,0014,000
add to £2,663,320.

The Premier: That was for soldier settle-
ment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T know. I will not
attempt to be unfair, because, in any case
the Treasurer would readily explain the in-
creased expenditure, Tn the year that the
expenditure averaged about a million pounds
Jhere was very little, if anv, soldier seftle-
ment going on.

The Premier: Or fand settlement either.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is so, Tt was in
the first year that the present Premier took
office (hat a step forward was mada regard-
ing soldicr® settlement in partienlar and land
settlement n general,

Mr. Underwood: The Federal Government
provide the money,

The Premier: The amounts have to be in.
cluded in the Loan Estimates.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is 50, and some
of the money incluled in the present Loan
Fatimates will be refunded by the Common.
wealth Government. For the Yyear 1920-21
the loan cxpenditure was £2,586,404, or about
the same as the previous vear. Now on top
of that, the Premier expects to exceed last
year’s expenditure by about a million pounds,
T repeat the statements T heard. frequently in
this Honse a few vears ago. [t was then
said that Western Australia or any other
State might safely expend loan funds so long
as the money was soundly invested in indus-
tries or the development of the country. But
Wo cannot overlook one faet; the movrent
we do we shall proceed along unsound lines.
The fact remains that money may be wisze]lv
expended in the development of the essential
industries of the ecomtry, but if we ineyr

And he spends most te-
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expenditure out of proportion to the increase
in our population, we shall strike trouble. T
have no doubt we could spend £5,000,000 in
the coming year on works which are required,
but are we justified in spending ahead of
our population?! The expenditure of loan
fonds must surely bear some relationship to
the proportion of increase in our population;
otherwize the State will strike trouble. T do
pot think our population is increasing very
rapidly. A very considerable amount of this
three and a half million pounds whiek the
Treasurer proposes to spend this year is to
be spent on agricultural and soldier scttle.
ment. During the last three years £4,108,000.
has been expended on soldier settlement, and
we have settled 4,106 soldiers—in round
figures £1,000 per man, This i3 a very large
sum of money. I am not complaining of
this expenditure; T am speaking purely
from the State’s point of view. That money
would have been well expended if the 4,106
men had been additional or new settlers. If
we had succeeded by the expenditure of
£4,000,000, in adding 4,106 to the total num-
ber of settlers, it would have been a good
expenditure for the State, but T think I am
about the mark when I say that nearly two-
.thirds of the 4,106 soldiers have merely re-
placed other settlers on the land. If this is
so, these two-thirds would not give to the
State any Increased production, There would
be nothing extra for the railways to carry.
While the individuals would have the ad-
vantage, the State as a State would not bene-
fit. If we buy out 3,000 men who are al-
ready farming—we must assume they are
doing their best with their land—and re-
plaee them with 3,000 other settlers, the
State as a whole dees not reap any material
benefit.

Mry. Davies: In some instances three men
were settled in place of one.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: I am allgwing for
that. In some instances four, five and even
& dozen settlers have replaced the one who
was bought out. Bnt even allowing for that,
the number of cases in whieh one farmer
was bought ont in order to replace him with
another man, amounts to over half the total.

Capt. Carter: The meney iz still in the
State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite se, but we owe
it., Tt is an indebtedness we have inearred
and for which we have added to our interest
bill about £200,000 a year.

Col. Denton: Do not we owe somecthime
to the men who went away?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
must not mismnderstand me. T am ngt eam-
plaining of the expenditure of this money;
I am speaking purely from the point of view
of the State.  'We have added perhaps a
couple of hundred thousand pounds to our
annual interest hill, and the [IPremier is
getting no additional revenue for it.

Capt. Carter: That is assuming all this
money is locked up. You have to take into.
consideration the money being expended in
this State.

* soldirts.
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Mr. Underwood: But we still owe it,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the point.
The Treasurer is going to feel the effect on
his finanees if he has to borrow millions of
money for which he has to pay an added
interest bill annoally, and if as a result of
that expenditure he does not get increased
production.

The Premier:
of preparation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that; I am
not complaining. I am merely pointing out
the position from the point of view of the
State. The Premier had no alternative; he
wag faced with the position that no prepara-
tion had been made. TIf nreparation had
been made for some years before, we should
have been able to do our duty to our re-
tarned men without buying someone else out.

Mr, Harrison: And at egqual cost.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But inasmuch as no

It would bave taken years

- preparation was begun until 1918 or 1919,

the BState, to keep faith with the pledges
made to the men who went away, had no
alternative to buying farms for them.

The Premier: It was a pity we had to
do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and the Govern-
ment of the day will have to sharc the Te-
srongibility for not having taken steps
earlier,

.Mr. Lambert: They were warned ahout it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: During the two eru-
eial years prior to the termination of the war,
when the State should have been busy pre-
paring holdings for soldiers, practically noth-
ing at all was done, and so expenditure has
had to he incurred to keen faith with the
From the State poiut of view, if we
had heen able to add 4,000 producers by the
expenditure of that four millions of money,
the State would have reaped a greater bene-
fit. If there is anvthing good in land setile-
ment at all, it is that the wmore persons we
ean place on the land, the better it is for the
State.

Mr. Harrison: And the mdre capitat ex-
pended to prepare farms for other people,
the hetter.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The hon. member can
state his own views. We should serutinise
every item of cxpenditure in theee Estimates,
and if it be pointed out fhat expenditure
can be legitimately reduced, it should be re-
duced. T am quite aware that, although the
Pretnier asks for three and a half millions of
maney, he will not of necessity expend it all.
Last year he asked for three and a half mil-
liens and expended only two and a half mil-
lions. He is not geing to expend money un-
less he feels jnstified, Money, however, is
dearer to-day than ever before, and because
of this, it iz an unwise policy to expend any
monev at all which is not thought te be
absolntely essential for the development of
the eouniry. On the other hand, it would be
unwise to withhold the expenditure of money
if, by withholding it, we are going to hamper
the development of any of our essential in-
duatries. Fven throuwghout the war period it-
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self, money was cheaper than it is to-day.
As the Premier told us, 'ur recent three
million conversion loan cost us £6 133 10d.
per cent. The price was high, 6 per cent. and
the amount £95, and I saw in a financial
journal that, three days after the loan was
floated, it was quoted at a discount of 13s,
We need not take much notice of that, but
when we compare £05 at 6 per eent. with
pre-war days, when our loans were floated
at par and at as low as 3% and 4 per cent.—
4% per cent. was considered very high—
it goes without saying that any works con-
strueted with moncy costing £6 13s. 10d. will
be saddled with very heavy charges through-
out the whole of their existence. The outlook
i that money will not become much cheaper, so
that the State is faced with the alternative
of borrowing at & high rate or going in for
a poliey of stagnation. Such a poliey T de
not advocate, nor does any other member cf
this House. Running down the summary of
the Estimates we find that the large sum of
£715,100 is set aside for railways and tram-
ways, For the harbours and rivers £162,500,
is provided; for water supply and sewerage
£281,750. If members compare these items
with the expenditure for last year, they will
find them considerably in excess. For the
development of goldfields and mineral re-
sourees £57,000 ig provided; for the develop-
ment of agriculture £1,978,748; for roads and
bridges and public buildings £72,432, and for
other undertakings £214,650, Therefore, the
item for the development of goldfields and
mineral resources is the little baby in the
whole swmmary. Bveu though it is the lowest.
T do not say it has not been lower on former
oceagions, but T do not think we are pursuing
a wise policy by devoting soch a small sum
to assisting the development of the goldfields.
After all, it is the seeond industry in the
State.

The Premier: Water supplies for the gold-
fields are provided for elsewhere.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Only a few hundred
pounds is provided

The Premier: Theré is provision for the
goldficlds water scheme,

Hon. P. COLLTER: That represents largely
maintenance and improvements in the agri-
cultural distriets between Mundaring and
Kellerberrin. The gold mining industry has
done much for the State—no onc will ques-
tion what it has done for Western Austra-
lin—and we might be a bit more generous,
even if it involves taking greater risks, 1
admit that the State takes a greater risk of
getting a return of this eapital than of ex-
penditure in the agrieultural, pastoral and,
what T might term, the more stable jndus-
tries. But even so, it is almost platitudivous
to say that if, by taking the risk of spending
a little more money on the development of
mining, one new ficld could be discovered, tlie
State would be repaid ten times over. Having
regard to the extensive areas of our mining
fields, stretching as they do from Westonia
right through the Eastern and Northern dis-
triets, and to the North-West and .embiacing

.

2649

the Murchigon, it must be admitted that

£57,000 is a very small sum indeed
for assisting the development of an
industry spread over such a huge aren.

The Government might safely have doubled
the amount and could have rednced some of
the other items without doing mueh harm.
For instance, £72,000 has been provided for
roads and public buildings, I remember, in
the good old days, when the State was paying
its way better than it is doing to-day, works
of this description were paid for out of rev-
enue. In fact it would have almost justified
a motion of no confidence in any Government
which then might have attempted to expend
loan moneys on anything but zetual repro-
ductive works. Sinece those days, however,
we have launched out on expenditure im dir-
eclions which eannot be said to be reproduc-
tive, cxeept perhaps that indirectly they
might prove reproductive. I remember an
occasion about ten or twelve years ago when
a boundary rider died along the rabbit-
proof fence the burial expenses were paid
out of loan funds, it being afterwards
claimed that this was a reproductive work.
T do not wish to take up any more time,
but will reserve any further remarks I may
desire to make until a later stage when we
reach the items. I may, however, empha-
sise the faet that the expenditure of three
and n half milliens in one year without a
proportionate inercase in our pepulation is
going to be n serious matter, and that if it
be continued for a couple of years, will land
us in diffienlties. The expenditure of three
aud a half millions of ioan money at the
present time is equivalent almost to the ex-
penditure of six millions in pre-war days.
The Premier knows that a considerable
amount of cur borrowed money was then ob-
tained at less than 434 per cent. and even as
jow as 33 per cent, Taking the valuec of
money a3 we find it to-day, whilst three mil-
lions would have carried ont certain works,
say, ten years ago, a similar sum of money
would not do more than half that amount
to-day and at the same time we have now to
pay double the rate of intercst. Tt costs a
pound sterling to-day to do what could then
be done for about 13s. We must alse re-
member, whilst four per cent. loans were then
floated at par, our G per cent. loans to-day
are floated at £95 which makes a great Qiff-
erence. We need to bear these facts in mind
when eonsidering the Loan Fstimates and not
indulge in any expenditure which we feel un-
der the cirenmstances is not absolutely war-
ranted.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [3.7]: T have
no doubt, as the Leader of the Opposition
lias said, that members Jlooked carefully
through the Estimates during the Christmas
holidays, but at the same time it must be
apparent that the proposed expenditure is
more or lesa essential to the advaneement of
the State.

Mr. Latham: What about the East Perth
power house?
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Mr. PICKERING: I am speaking about
the Loan Estimates generally and am not
adversely criticising any particular item.
The hon. member may do so when he speaks.
1 think the treasurer to-day is earrying in-
creased responsibilities which few of us envy
him. It has been said by the Leader of the
Opposition that the expenditure of money
to-day is really more or less in the way of
over-capitalisation. We all realise that the
people of the State are suffering congider-
ably, but if we Jook the position in the face
and sty We are not to spend money on a
sound hasis, the State must become stagngnt,
Therefore, looking at the position in the light
of present necessities, T c¢laim that we are
committeed to cxpenditure snch as that out-
lined in the Estimates. T will go further
and say, that in many directions the pro-
pused expenditure is not commoensurate with
exigting needs. I know of many directions
in whieh money could be spent with advan-
tage to the State. Many other members must
aiso, be aware of a similar fact. Taking
some of the items on the Estimates, T would
Jike to know, for instance, what exeeption
can he taken to the som it is intended to
spend on existing lines? Regarding the whole
of the railway serviee, if anything is in need
of urpgent attention, it is surely the railway
system, I contend that the sum set down in
these Estimates is too small to meet exist-
ing requirements.

Mr. Underwpod interjected.

Mr, PICKERING: We do not receive the
revenue from the railways to enable us to
carey out repairs, and neglect in this diree-
tion may endanger the lives of the travelling
public.  Our roiling stock is defeetive in
cvery dliveetion, and there is also a seareity
of that whieh is required to meet the needs
of the primary producers. For instanee there
is urgent neeessity for lowvred trucks for the
carriage of fruit and dairy produce, and I
contend that the sum placed on the Estimates
for the purchase of rolling steck is totally in-
adequate. The Leader of the Opposition sug-
gested that we shonld go throngh these items
with the view of eutting them down. T re-
gret to say that there are very faw openings
in this dircetion. Those of ny who desire to
see railway lines construeted muost maintain
that the amount it is intended to spend in
this direction is far too small. Tn connection
with the DBussclton-Margaret River line the
amount on the Kstimates is merely £10,000.
That will go onlv a very short way towards
building that line which, is so wrgently
needed, It must be remembered that con-
giderable soldier-settlentent is taking place
thronghont the distriet to be served by this
railway, and if this rommunity being settled
are to be contenteldl and prosperowns, facili-
ties for transport must be given them in the
immediate future, When we consider that
some of the settlers in my electorate are 60
wmiles from a railway, it will be realised what
diffienlties confront these people, If we de-
aire our land settlement policy to be rueress-
ful we must provide those facilities which
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are essential. It bas been pointed out in this
House time and again that profitable farm-
ing cannot be carried on at a greater dis-
tance than 12 wiles from a railway. IHow
then ean we ask people who are 60 miles
from a railway to carty on! On leoking
through the Estimates I find that there is
an amount provided for raila and fastenings.
I do not know whether that sum iy intended
to cover the requiremenis of the whole of
the railways it is contemplated to econstruet,
or whether it is for genmeral railwavy pur-
poses.

The Minister for Railways: You will notice
that the items for rails and fastenings are
separated.

Mr. PICKERING: T notice that no pro.
vision has been made for the widening and
strengthening of the Busselton jetty, [ quite
exnert the Minister for Works to sav that
this is my fault, He bas said that several
times already.

The Minister for Works:
a woril.

My, PICKERING: T do not think it is
quite fair, Since the Minister made that re-
mark I have had an opportunity of perusing
the files, and I find that the faunlt lies with
the Commissioner of Railways, who saiil that
he could manage well without extending or
widening the jetty. We have had a report
on that jetty by various experts in the Works
Department, and the advisablencss of widen-
ing the jetty was endorsed not enly by the
Minister for Works, but the Engineer-in-
Chief and the Premier. A vote was subse-
quently passed by this Chamber, and 1 do not
think it is the desire of the Chamher that its
deeision shonld be over-ridden by a (overn-
ment official. T rrust that, if this year it isnot
possible for the Coverament to fulfil their
promise in this connection, advantage wilt be
taken of the very first opportunity to do se.
The Estimates contain an item Tor drainagme,
Tvery member of the Chamber has expressed
the view that the utmost possible should be
done to develop the lands lxing within 12
miles of onr existing railway system. Within
those limits there are to be found in the
neighbourhoed of Wonnerup, Pus-elton, and
Quindalup thousands of acres of good agri-
enltnral land still the property of the Crown,
which would be made avaitibie for settle-
ment if effect were given to a comprehensive
drainage seheme, The Minister for Works
was kind enough to place ot my disposal a
departmental report on sueh a scheme, which
report estimated the cost at £15,00H0, B_'r. that
expeniliture there wouldl be made availahle
for settlement thousanda of acres of zood
agricultural land within carting distanes .nf
an existing railway, and this without in-
volving a penny for resumption. [n the past
considerable sums have been paid by the State
for repurchased estates, and thereupon the
Government have proceeded to lay out large
amounts of money in drainage, feeder ronds,
and so forth.

I have not said
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AMr. OLoghlen: There was a big gamble
on the Peel Estate.

Mr. PICKERING: It may he so; I do
not know. The Government might deal with
the land [ veferred to in the same way as
they dealt with the Peel Estate, making the
cost of Jdrainage und feeder roads part of
the cost of the land. Judging from what I
saw on a recent visit to a part of my elee-
torate of which hitherto I have not had muoeh
knowledge, I am of opinion that this ex-
prenditure would be of great benefit to the
State as a whole.

Hon. P. Collier:
miilion pounds all
State.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 agree with the im-
plied -contention of the Leader of the Op-
position that it iz a very serious matter to
cxpend large amounts of money to-day, but
I am arguing that this money might be apent
to greater advantage in the distriet T refer
to than in many .other quarters. The ex-
penditure would result in practically bnmedi-
ate settlement. 1 trust my friends of this
party will not consider that I am trespassing
on their proserves when 1 refer to the
amgunt set down for water supply in the dry
areas, It has been my privilege to travel
throngh those areas, and to me their out-
standing feature was the impossibility of
fully stocking them in the absence of
adequate provision for water supply. T be-
lieve some portions of those arcas could be
supplied by dams, but others will have to
Jdraw their water from the Goldfields Water
Scheme, T speak particularly of the Dowerin-
Merredin distriet.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There is abundance of
water in that distriet.

Mr., PICKERING: I have had a different
arcount from a gentleman who farms there.

Mr. " O’Loghlen: When a wmeeting  wasg
called to advoeate the cxtension of the Gold-
fields Water SBeheme to the district, no one
turned up. The settlers have enough to
earry alreadly.

Mr. PICKERING: Possibly that may be
so, but various peeple from that distriet havg
told me that the nceessary additional expen-
diture conld easily be faced by the settlers
there. The peint is one that deserves con-
sideration, and 1 have no doubt the Leader
of my party will deal with it more fully,
An item which has been stigmatised by the
Leader of the Opposition as the haby item
of these Estimates, is the one referring to
mining, [ am not intimately assoriated with
the mining induatry, but there is one phase
of it in which my econstitueney is deeply in-
terested, and that is oil prospecting.  0il
prospecting shoulld be encouraged in everv
way, and there are certain directions in which
the Government conld render assistance at
verv small cost; for instance, by the loan
nf horing nlants. T am not aware what
plants the Mines Department have available,
but those plants shewld be readily placed at
the service of people who have prospects of

We could spend twenty
for the benefit of the
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finding oil. There are such people in my
distriet, and [ hope the Minister for Mines
wiil take the matter info his favourable con-
sideration. I believe the department loaned
a plant free of cost to a prospecting party
operating on the coast. i

The Minister for Mines: The Mines De-
partment have no such plants,

Mr. Latham: It was the Public Works
Department.

Mr, PICKERING: T trust that the Alin-
ister concerned will extend similar considera-
tion to the people in my distriet.

The Minister for Works: They can always
get plants if they want them.

Mr. PICKERING: I will take an early
opportunity of carrying the matter further.
T observe that there is fo be an inerease in
the capital of the Agricultural Bank to the
extent of some £600,000. I hope the Premier
and Treasurer will sce that the operations of
the bank are extended to the South-West
upon more favourable terms than has been
the ease in the past. This is not the first
occasion on which [ have preferred such a
request to the hon. gentleman. 1 can only
hope that my persistence, like dropping
water, will eventually have the desired effeet.
In the South-West we are not able to bring
land to the point of fruition as early as
settlers in the wheat belt can, and therefore
we of the South-West want some special
consideration in that conmection.

The Premier: You are getting it.

Mr. PICKBERIXG: I am glad to have the
assurance of the Promier. T had not noticed
it. Next, [ come to the item for soldier
settlement. The arguments adduced by the
Leader of the Opposition in dealing with
this matter have been expressed here many
times, and were endorsed by the present Pre-
mier and myself -as far back as 1917, when
we saitl that the question of preparing for
soldier scttlement should have been taken in
hand at the commencement of the war.

Mr. Lambert: I had a resolution on that
subject carried in 1917 or 1918,

Mr. PICKERING: T see that the Esti-
mates provide £200,000 for that purpese. I
should like an explanation from the Premier
as to how he proposes the amount shonld be

spent.
The Premier: In resuming estates.
Mr., PICK&ERING: Judging from the

amount already expended in soldier settle-
ment, and the large proportion aeccounted for
by land resumpiiou, this snm of £200,000 is
not likely to do very muech, especially as up
to £7 por acre has been paid for improved
land that has keen resumed. But if we
adopt the suggestion of the Leader of the
Opposition, to  develop our Crown lands
rather than resume estates, we shall do het-
ter for the soldiers and also for Woestern
Australia ns 2 whole. I must just refer to
the Busselton butter factory. It is a very
fine factory, only it was built on wrong lines..
Tt was built as a miniature factory.

Mr. Lambert: It is still too big.
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Mr. PICKERING: The returns of the
factory show that it has advanced by leaps
and bounds.

Mr. Teasdal®: When are the
going to take the factory over?

Mr. PICEERING: When it is run on
proper lines. The inclusion of this item is
due, I think, to my persistency. We are
anxious to establish the butter industry in
this State, and we are anxious that Western
Australian butter should be pre-eminent in
Australasia. We shall not achieve that
nnless we proceed on proper lines. When
the Buosselton factory was first established,
ne one anticipated that it would extend as
it has done; and consequently a good deal
of additional expense has been necessitated.
That expense has been ‘disproportionately
high because the original plan did not allow
for the extensions which have proved to be
neceygury, Uatil the factory is in a posi-
tion to put on the market butter whieh will
be aceepted at all times, the people of the
district cannot be expected to take it over.
At present the factory is not able to do so.
It is in need of a proper refrigerating
plant. No butter ean be properly manu-
factured unless such a faeility is available.
Once the factory is in a position to turn
ont’ butter in first class condition all the
year round, T punrantee that a co-operative
compauy will be established to take it over.
Let me point out that the Railway Depart-
ment have seriously  interfered with the
prospects of the factory, by impesing an
iriquitous rate on cream, thereby pre-
eluding the factory from getting half the
cream it shounld have got. If the Railway
Department work against a State ander-
taking in that way, what inducement is
there for the peaple concerned to take the
factory over! The factorv should be able
to draw supplies of cream from within a
reasonable radius. Assuredly, in the ab-
sence of that condition, the people of the
district should not be expected to take over
as a co-vperative convern a factory which
is improperly haudieapped,

Mr. O’Loghlen: How many cows have
sou down there now?

Hon. P. Collier: Strawberry is still there,
but the other one has gone.

AMr. PICKERING: T regret that the ex-
pensive trip which the Premier afforded
hon. members a short while ago should have
resulted in so little eunlightenment. The
Busselton district is the most up-to-date of
all i point of dairying, It is the one dis-
trict that bas gone in for herd testing, the
evidence of whicl is supported by the dairy
expert, It ix o disgrace to the State that
the Boya quarry should not be able (o fulfil
requircments. T am glad to see on the Loan
Estimates an amennt for the purpoase of in-
vreasing the plant. The Government eould
sell the quarry if they liked, but they will
uot do so. If they are going te keep if,
they must certainly develop it.

The Minister for Works: We vanmot 1o
without 2 quarry.

residents
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Mr. PICKERING: Then if the Govern-
ment will not sell the quarry, it is but wise
to render it efficient,

The CHAIRMAN: Would it not be better
at this stuge to discuss general principles
instead of items, al! of which must come up
again?

Mr. PICKERING: But I may not be
present when the items are being diseussed.
If we do not mention items we cannot well
speak on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. O'Logbler: It is a good job you have
that arrangement with the ‘‘South-Western
News'’ to publish all your speeches.

Mr. PICKERING: But they do uot pub-
lish them, that is the trouble. I am not
going fo assist in indiscriminately cutting
down the Loan Estimates. The outlook in
front of us is very serious, and it is obvi-
ously unwise to ¢ut down Loan Estimates,
ouly to have them excessed before the year
is out.

Mr. LAMBERT (CUoolgardie) [5.35]: I
was foreibly strueck with the expansive
national spirit displayed in the eloquent
speech of the hon, membér ‘who has just
sat down, If only it were possible to get
the hou. member to refrain from speaking
for ouc session, suflivient cost would be
saved to build a couple of bhutter factories.

Mr. Pickering: You have not heen miss-
ing many chances this session,

My, LAMBERT: The Leader of the
Opposition struek an important note when
he warned the Committee that it was essen-
tial the loan expenditure should bear striet
relationship to the safe and responsive in-
vreuse in our population., There is nothing
more serious for the country to face than
the fact that we must come to a point
where it is safe and also expedient to keep
our loan expenditure within the bounds of
at least our anticipated population. It is
true there are on the Loan Estimates items
which e¢ould be erased, at all events for
this vear. Our present indehtedness is
Iargely due to the fuet that, instewd of
making people use land adjacent to the
rnilways, we have Dbuilt further railways.
The member tor Sussex (Mr, Pickering) in
advoeating that land along the railways
skoulil be brought into wse is expressing
views diametrically opposell to every vote
he has east; because when Trarliament de-
sired u closer settlement Bill which wounld
give striking foree to that poliey. we found
the hon. wember endeavouring to preserve
the interests of the land holders along the
existing railways, Therefore it is bare-
fared hypoerisy for him to cry out, *‘Settle
the lands along the railways,”’ when he
will not give the Government a1 measure for
effectively dealing with the sitnation, One
fmportant matter affecting both the agri-
caltural and mining distriets is the provi.
sion of rveasenable feeders for the existing
railway system. Possibly by motor trollies,
we vonld provide ndditional reveuue for the
railway system. T think the Minister for
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zilways has in view the economising of
small scetional lines by the running of
motor trucks on the railways. I think he
snid some had been ordered.

The Minister for Mines: Three.

Mr. LAMBERT: At all evenis that is a
start. [ kelieve it”is possible to cffect con-
siderable ecomomy in that direction.

Mr. Teesdale: At Port Hedland for a
start.

Mr. LAMBERT: And probably with Roe-
bourne to follow. In trying to plaece our
railways on a comwercial basis, these factors
must be taken into consideration. One item
which must be dealt with from a broad, na-
tional standpoint, is the propesed extension
of the elcetric power station at East Perth,
T should like to see an investigation made to
determine whether it is advisable to further
increase the power -station at BEast Perth, or
whether we should wnot establish a ¢en-
tral power station at the pit’s mouth,
which i3 the trend of modern prac-
ticee. Tn Western Australia, with our
comparatively low value ecoal, the es-
tablishment of a central power station at
Collic would commend itself to modern
thoupht and modera practice. The Minister
for Railwnys, who took a commendable part
in the cstablishment of the existing station,
will see the wisdom of looking years ahead
and meeting, not only the needs of the eleetri-
fication of our railway system, but also those
of the commercial and industrial expansion
of the State. This can only se doue by gener-
ating current at the pit’s mouth. Not only
at Collic eould power be economically gener-
ated and tronsmitted to points of vantage,
but also at the Trwin River coalfields, from
which eurvent could he transmitted to Ger-
aliton,  The Minister has some exeellent
officers who, surely, ean indieate to him that
in everv eonntry progressing industrially and
commercially, the trend is to generate power
at the pit's mouth, With a eentral generat-
ing stulion at Collie, the important port of
B mbury coulil be used for the development
of owr big iron deposits. A renowned Ameri-
ean mining engineer has rceently gone away
from this State fortificd with many import-
ant particulars in this respeet. Given cheap
electriec power, the port of Bunbury could
bicome one of the wost important sea ports
of Australin. I hope the Minister will sec
the advisnbility of ealling for an expert re-
port on this question before inewrring ad-
ditional expenditure at Tast Perth. Some of
the other items dealt with by the member for
Snssex  (Mr. Pickering), <uch as the joy
avenne at Busselton, as he ealls the Busseiton
jetty, are of a national character. T have
heen there two or three times, and frankly,
have vsed the jetty for that purpose. Never
hut onee have T =een it nged for any ather
purpnse. T have a vivid reeolleetion of the
population of Busselton getding into o wild
state of cxeitement in  comsequence of a
little hoat calling at the jetty., Tt was the
cvent of the year. The hon. member talks
in nonsensical fashion aboul the expansion of

the Busse'ton butter factory. Why, the peo-
ple down therc are too lazy to milk cowsl
1 speak from bitter experience. Nine-tenths
of those settlers would rather buy econcen-
trated miik than milk cows. Those members
who have a personal knowledge of these sub-
jects will dovbtless excreise their diseretion
in supporting the member for Sussex in his
desires for national works of this descrip-
tion.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.45]: I notice that the sum of £715,000 is
heing spent by the Government on railway
construction. I have carefully serutinised
the manner in which this money has been al-
located, and the most charitable thing I can
say about the Government is that I suppose
they have done their best. I regrot to say
that T have searched in vain amongst the
items making up this ameunt for any refer-
ence to cxpenditure upon the railway that
was oauthorised by Parliament seven yeara
age, from Narrogin to Dwarda. There are
several railways which have been authorised,
most of which were anthorised as far back
as the tenurc of office of the Labour Gov-
ernment in 1914, If the war had not inter-
vened shortly after the authorisation of these
railways, they would I think all have baoen
built before now, and most of them would
have been put in hand by the Government
which anthorised them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Or if the supporters of
the Government had kept on supporting them.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The policy of build-
jug agricultural railways which the Lahour
Government did so much to ecarry out
was onc of the best thinpgs ever dome in
Western Australia. Partieularly was that so
when we remember how the cost of railway
material has gone up sinec then. I would
draw attention to the small and inadequate
suma thas are being voted for the eonstrue-
tion of the railways which the Government
apparently do intend to counstruct. I am
afraid that these amounts are so small that
they ean he of no practical wse. T find a
sum of £200 for the Kondinin-Merredin-Emu
Hill extension, and for the Nyabing-Pingrup
railway, which was aunthorised in 1914, there
is a sum of £2,000 get down for its eonstrue-
tion, These amounts eannot go far. Bven
the €10,000 which is put down for the Bus-
sclton-Margaret River line will fall very far
vhort ol the snm required for the construe-
tion of that railway. My wost serious com-
plaint is that of all the railways whieh have
heen anthorised since 1914 the only one which
reeeives no mention whatever in the Esti-
mates is the Narrogin-Dwardn railway.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt is an oversight.

My, JOMINSTON: The Premier, as shown
by ‘‘Mansard,”’ was always one of the
warmest supporters of this railway, The ab-
senee of any reference in the Estimates to
this line is a disappointing faet, against
whieh [ must enter an emphatic protest. We
are asked to vote a sam  of 3% million
pounds, of which £715,000 is to he provided
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for railway and tramway construction and
improvements, and yet no reference at all is
made to this very necessary and long-required
publi werk. The railway is needed for the
opening up and closer settlement of this fer-
tile area, the average rainfall of which is 23
inches, and the people of which van produce
sufficient to provide very heavy trafie over
the line.

The Minister for Mines: The railway would
have been builf years ago but for the out-
break of war.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I can recall the occa-
gion when the Minister for Mines visited
Hotham as Premier of this State in order to
open the railway there. Ife unnounced that
the tine wouid be extended through Dwarda
to Nurrogin by the Government of which he
wag the head. When he made that announce-
ment to the gathering of 300 settlers there,
he was as good as his word, for a few weeks
after his Government introiluced a Bill for
the authorisation of this railway. In read-
ing the debates at that time I notice with
pleasure * the suppert that the present Pre-
mier pave to the proposal. He reminded the
Lahour {overnment of the urgency that ex-
isted for building the line, and said it was
not sufficient mercly to introduce a Bill and
promise the people a railway, but that the line
shanld be built, and built as soon as possible.
Notwithstanding that statement he has in-
trodueed a Loan Bill for the expenditure of
315 million pounds without making any re-
ference to that railway. We are entitled
to Lear jrom the Premicr how it is that this
oversight, omission, or dereliction of duty on
his part has oceurred. The menber for
North-Eust Fremantle in reply to the re-
marks of the P'remier, when that hon. gen-
tleman was sitting in opposition, said, on
behalf of the Tahour Government, that they
believed the railway was neecssary, and that
when the money was available the construe-
tion would be immediately commeneed.

The Premier: T will repeat that.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 am glad to have that
assnranee, When, however, T find the posi-
tion as it is, I cannet sit quiet without mak-
ing a protest against the omisgion of any
expenditure upon this railway.

Hon. 1'. Colliey: On one ocvasion when we
were in offiee, it was mentioned in the Gov-
cruor’s Speech, and there it has been ever
since.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: I gratefully remember-

that instamce. The railway was author-
ised at the same time as the line from
Kukerin to T.ake Grace was authorised, in
1914, Within six months of the authorisa-
tion of that railway the energy of the Gov-
ernment had sueceeded in completing it.

Hon, P. Collier: The result was reflected
in the energy of the respective representa-
tives.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T regret that my efforts
have proved so fruitless in this respect. The
great development in the way of production
and settlement that has oceurred at Lake
Grace is well known., In this distriet between
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Hotham, Dwurda, and Narrogin there is an
exeeedingly fertile area capable of ecarrying
a large population, and having a goed rain-
fall. The railway I specially speak of is
required to ussist production and also reduce
the distance between XNnrrogin, Perth and
Fremantle.

Hon. P, Collier: We wohll have boilt it
years ugo, hut you would not stick to o,

My, JOHNSTON: I lwlieve the country
would have built it had it not leen fur the
untortunate position eansed by the war,
During the last seven years the prople in the
district have suffered and waited patiently.
We have not unduly harassed the (iovern-
ment by way of depatations, although we
have kept the matter hefore the Premier
from time to time. 1t will be a grievons dis-
appeintment to the settlers when they learn
that the railway is not even mentioned in
the Estimates,

Hon, P. Collier: The Government must
think that when we passed this we were unly
joking,

Me. JOUNSTON: When the Governmment
next bring down their Loan Lstimates 1 hope
they will not apply one of these thousand
pound insults to the railway [ am speaking
of. The estimatell cost of comstruction is
£87,000, and I hope next' year the Govern-
ment will bring down an amount that will
vover the whele of that expenditure. The
railnay will serve 2s the first section of a
trunk line from Narrogin via Dwarda to
Armailale. The Premier knows that when the
Narrogin-Armadale railway is built it will
not only open fip large well watered and
fertile areas for settlement, bat will reduce
the distance between Fremantle and Narro-
grin from 174 miles to 117 miles, rej resenting
a saving of 57 miles in freight between Nar-
rorin and Fremantle,

The Premier: Tt will only be o shit line.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Dwarda see-
tion will extend 33 miles from XNarro-
gin. The people also hope to see the
railway constructed from Dwarda, a  dis-
tance of 70 miles to Arvmadale. This will
cffeet a great saving in distance between sta-
tions in the Great Southern districts and TFre.
mantle. If the Narregin-Dwarda line ix iilt,
n distanes of 33 miles, it will redues the ik
touce from Narrogin to Perth, whicl at pre-
«eut, vin S|nencer’s Brook, is 162 miles, to
141 miles. To-day it is 174 miles from Nar.
rorin to Fremantle via Speneer’s Drook, It
from Narrogin to Fremantie via Dwarda aml
Pinjarra the distance woull he only 141
miles. a saving of 33 miles Tictween Narrogin
and Fremantle. T am distressed at the action
of the Government in not providing an item
on the Estimates for the construction of this
long authorired, long desired and necessary
railway between Narrogin and Dwarda.

Mr, CORBOY (Yilgarn) [3.57]: T only
wish to deal with one squestion on these Esti.
mates. T do not think it is quite fair to
prlace money on the Estimates as asgistance
towards developing the gold mining industrr
in the way that ias now done. We have heen
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told that enormous sums of money have been
spent on the «levelopment of that industry.
That is not really so in every instance. Some
of the large sums which are supposed to have
been spent in this direction are merely loans
and are refurped to the Government.

The Premier: Not many leans come hack.

Mr, CORBOY: A good nuny du,  Between
1914 and 1916 a sum of £105000 was ad-
vanced to the State smelters ut Ravensthorpe
out of general loan fund. That money was
nsed to purchase oves at the works. After the
ore is sold the Government will get the moner
back. Instead of that money being put back
into general loan funds to the eredit of min-
ing devclopment funds, it is put into the
Sale of Government Property Trust Aceount,
and is then voted ount of that account as loan
money for other purposes. Last vear cnor-
mous skms were spent on seleol: out of that
fund. We find from the Estimates, however,
that this money was voted and expended on
the development of goldfields and mineral re-
sources. [t is not fair to the mining indus-
try to say that these large sums are spent
on the development of the goldfields and
niineral resources of the State, when they are
really returned to the Government, put into
the Sale of Government Property Trust Ae-
coont, and nsed for other purposes very dif-
ferent and remote from mining and the pold-
fields.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchelt
—Northam—in reply) [6.0]: I fully realise
that, this ia wot the time to spend money if
expenditure ean be avoided. T am afraid,
however, that if we are to wait until the in-
terest charges are comsiderably reduced, we
shall have to wait a long time, As it is, we
have waited for a long time and there are
works which have had to stand aside beeause
of the cost their construetion would involve.
There is the projeet in which the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) is so much in-
terested, namely, the econstruetion of the Es-
perance- Northwards railway. There is, too,
the railway referred fo by the member for
Williams-Narrogin  (Mr. Johnston)., These
lines have not heen built hecause, apart from
the dearness of money, the eost of coustrue-
tion and materials an¢ so forth, has alse in-
ereased so much. 1 contend that it is in the
interests of the State that we should keep
moving. The greater proportion of the loan
money spent last year was in eonnection with
ngrienltural development. That expenditure
is absolutely necessary and is more than ever
neeessarv now because there has heen a fall-
ing off in production from other industries.
On agricultural development, £1,777,200 was
spent ont of the £2,386,000. leaving only
£800,000 for expenditure in connection with
other developmental avenues. This year it
is propo=ed that two millious will he spent
on agzrienltural development; that is to say,
it will be spent by way of leans to individu-
als on whieh interest is collected. Tt seems
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to me that Joan moncys lent to persons whe
puy interest on the woney which is used for
solid developmental work is the best possible
means of carrying on work that we must find
for the people.

Hon, P, Collier: Of course, if you get your
interest, you are all right.

The PPREMIER: We have been wonder-
fully successtul in ecollecting the interest on
the money foaned. There las been very little
money  lost,  Every country has to pay-
for agricultural development, aml "West-
ern Awustralia has to pay for it ax waell. If
I eould ecome down to the ITonse and
say, ‘Wil you oagree that a  bonus
should Dbe provided for the production of
Latter, or any other suel commodity?’’ the
House would agree. As hon. members are
fully aware. however, the granting of boouses
is not allowed under the Federal Constitu-
tion. The States could develop rapidly if
that system were permitted but as it is not
allowable] we have to adopt other means, The
nmicthod we adopt is that we find the money
it the individual borrowing the money works
at the industry, eleavs the land, forms it, and
then prodnces from it. That is the only op-
portunity left to us, Tf we eould grant
Bonuses, it would be a very simple matter,
and it would probahly mean less money hav-
ing to be found by the State. Tt is within
the knowledge of every member of this
Chamber that during the last three years, we
have spent most of our money on land settle-
ment generally and on soldier settlement in
particular, 1 contend that the only hope
Western Australin has, is to go on spending
money on lmd settlement, Last year, we
said we wnst have a large amount of loan
money voted, heeause if there was unemploy-
ment, we would have to find work for the
people.  Fortunately, we got off lightly and
we Aid not require as much loan funds as 1
agked the House to grant. Now T ask mem-
hers to grant 314 million pounds. T do not
suppose we shall spend all that money, bot 1
want to br in a position to have that money
to spend if the nccessity arises. We had a
had time last year as men were thrown out
of work owing to various causes. We were
able to put in hand sufficient work to absorb
the people who required work, and thus help in
the direction of land settlement. The large
vote T ask for is necessary, hecawse of the
position which confronts ns nowadays. Pri-
vate employment is not so active as in the
past, and our indostries have been checked.
Many men are not employed where formerly
their gerviees were in demand. T hope the Com-

mittee will realise that the groater proportion

of the money is to be loaned to individnals or
local alithorities, and that that money will
carry its own interest. There was never very
much loss in respeet of the other worka
brought down by the Government, but some
works depend upon use by the public for
earning interest and sinking fund. There is
a considerable vote for tramways and elee-
tricity supply. Tt will he seen that the power
house will absorb £175,000. Hon, members
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will realise that when we atart a work such
ag that which I refer to, we must keep
pace with the demand. Thank God, there are
& lot of industries starting in the metropoli-
tan area, all of which require power. We
have the power station; we are bound to
supply power, and so we are bound to go
ahead. As we have the works, we must carry
on. When we as a Government set out to
supply a public demand, we cannot avoil
keeping pace with the demand. Ho it is, that
T ask the Committee to agrec to this vote,
in order that the power bouse may cope with
the demand which it sets out to satisfy, I do
not suppose that the builders of this power
station ever anticipated that the demand
would grow up as it has developed A=z a
matter of fact, at that time it was thought
that too much inoney waa speat on the power
house. The use of clectric power has become
pretty general and many industries have
started, because of the cheap power which is
available.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The business people
of this community will mot objeet to yom
trading in that way so long aa they reap the
benefit,

The PREMIER: It is a publie utility in
the best sense of the werd. Tt is like the
trams, or.our railways, and equally with them
this pnblie utility has to be kept going. We
must increase fhe ecapacity of the power sta-
tion in order to meet the demands. No one
wonld deny the advantage the power station
has been to the industries which have been
springing up. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) says that
the power station helps the individual, but it
alse helps the State as well.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some people are not
sending ont circulars every day about the
electricity supply, as they are icgarding other
trading concerns. .

The PREMIER: The. pover station is of
advantage in the development of our in-
dustries.

Hon. P. Collier: T ecannot underatand why
these poople do not issue cirenlars about this
State trading concern.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They are attaching
some names to the circulars now and we
know where they come from.

The Minister for Mines:
gaff arrangement now,

The PREMIER: I saw a circular with the
name of the Leader of the Opposition at-
tached to it; probably next day, it will be
one from the member for North-East Fre-
mantle,

Hon. P. Collier: Tn any case, it is all good
for the printer; but T wonder who is financ-
ing it all .

The PREMIER: I am not in love with
State trading concerns,

Hon. P. Collier: You will do us se long as
you stiek to them.

The PREMIER: No ome will suggest that
T am in love with them.

‘Hon. P. Collier: You and the Minister for
Works will do us all right.

Tt is a shapdy-
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The PREMIER: I wish the State trading
concerns were owned by someone clse. I do
not think anyone can accuse the Government
of wanting to stick to the State trading con
cerns. They mean a tremondous amount of
work, worry and money.

Hon. P. Collier: We have nothing to com-
pluin about.

The PREMIER:
te make.

Mr. Lambert: Some of the men who eom.
plain about the State trading concerus would
nut put a bob into the industries.

The PREMIER: The cost of construction
of railway lines has been 80 great during the
last few years that we have used the loan
moneys for land sectlemeni rather than con
struct railways whieh have been authorised.
The Leader of the Opposition was very fair
in diseussing the position which I found
when I came into power. At that time I
knew that there wuas the necessity for pro-
viding land for the soldiers. 1 assure the
Commitiee that we could not have settled
the soldicrs o well had it aot been for the
fact that we bought improved or partially
improved holdings. I think the Leader of the
Opposition fully realises that the expeand
ture provided for the goldfields is not very
large, but at the same time it is sufficient
to meet all demands. The Committee would
not object to any Government lmaat‘.i:ﬂgl de-
mands necessary to carey on works likely
to bring about development in the gold
fields areas. No one can fail to realise
how important and beneficial it would be
to the State if new goldfields could be dis
coveras.  Mueh of the expenditure provided,
however, does have o bearing on the gold:
fields.

Hon, P, Collier: A good deal of it does,
as, for instance, that in counection with the
railways and water supply.

The PREMIER: And also that provided
for harbours and production generally. The
money provided is spent on State batteries
and mining development generally. I do not
think anyone eoull accuse us of being nig:

1 have some complaints

.gardly if someone made it clear to the Min-

ister for Mines that, with the aid of help
from the Government, there was a fair chanec
of developing a poldfield. If sueh a pro-
posal were nmde to the Ministers, he wonld
be found sympathetic. 1f we eould find oil,
or a new goldfield, it would be the easiest
way out of our difficulties. The Loan Esti-
mates have been carefully prepared. Frob-
ably members may take exception {o one or
two items but T believe that the objeetions
will be answered readily. We hava seen fo
it that only necessary work ia provided for.
1 would like the Commitice to realise that we
muat on all occasions meet the demands,
whiclh involve incrcased expeaditure in con-
nection with the various public utilities. Wea
want to vote as much money as wa can {o
encourage our primary industries, incinding
agriculture, the esport of meat, pearl shell,
and every other form of production. We
have devoted ourselves almost entirely to the
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encouragement of primary production during
the last few years. We have withheld cer-
tain works but we cannot wait much longer.
Some of the land which should be tapped by
railways has been taken up by people and
they have been content to wait until the cost
of material has tallen. There are many rail-
way lines 1 would like to see huilt. 1 would
like to see the Dwarda-Narrogin extension
built but it has to bhe vealisel that in other
parts people have to go much grenter dis-
tances to get to their railways.

Mr. Harrison: Mear, hear!

The PREMTER: The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) will know of instances
where people have been carting their produce
over 60 wmiles for ncarly three-quarters of a
century.

Mr, Pickering: Hear, hear! That s
correct. )
Mr, Johnston: They have ports close at

hand for sea earriage. -

The PREMIER: But they are nearly G0
wiles away. | do ueot say that these dif-
ferent lines shouid not be built and T do not
say that the Dwarda-Narrogin line should
not be built, but it is not possible to do zo
at the present moment. We hope to make a
start with the Nyabing extension because a
zood many soldiers have settled in that part
of the State. There is also the question of
the survey of a line to serve the people be-
tween the Northam-Metrredin and Dowerin-
Merredin lines. Something must be done as
soon as possible, T hope the Committee wili
realise that we have only provided money
that is ahsolutely essential in the best in-
terests of the Btate, [ helive we have safe-
guarded that nosition.

Vote put anil passed.

Sitting swspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pa..
Vote—Railways and Tramways, £715,100,
Item—S8urveys, new lines, £7,000:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year there was
an expenditure of £1,212 under this heading.
Agcording to page 11 of the Estimates, it
is proposed to expend money on the survey
of a railwvay from Big Brook to Denmark.
This expenditure is not warranted this yvear,
hecause there is no possibility of being able
to finance the construction of such a railway
for some years to come. WWhat is the use
of speniding money on a swrvey of a
railway with regard to the building of
which nothing can be done for years!
Two years ago the DMinister for Works,
in answer to a question, stated that
the tost of surveying this line would he
£25,000. Tf we pass this item, we -will be
asked to passs additional amounts in suc-
ceeding years until the whole £23,000 is pro-
vided, What is the use of surveying new
lines when we have half a dozen railways
which have heen authorised for five to eight
vears and which cannot be constructed owing
to lack of funds? It will he impossible to
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build the lines already autborised within the
next three years.

Mr, Underwood: And there is no inten-
tion of building this line.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Quite so. This ex-
penditure on surveys is utterly unneecssary.

The PREMIER: In the Scuth-West the
railway routes should be surveved as soon as
possible. To survey a line there is a very
different proposition from surveving a line
in the wheat beit. Ef the laml of the South-
West is to be subdiviied, it is necossary to
survey the railway routes as soon as possible.

Hon. P. Collier: Surely you are not going
to subdivide the land when yon ecannot build
the railway for vears?

The PREMIER: For some years develop-
ment ean take place for a distance of at
least 40 miles a1 either end of the propeosed
line. The conniry ecan be served by road
tractors which for some vears must be the
method emploved. The Minister for Works
can tell members that it is better to survey
lines ahcad of subdivision whevever pos-
sible. Tt has been argued ir this House
that lines shonld be constructed ahead of
settlemient. That is impossible, but wo
should wudertake the survey of the routea.

Mr. Munsic: Will this survey run through
Crown lands all the way?

The PREMIER: Yes, and considerable
arcus of timber,

Mr. HARRISOK: In the Yorkrakine and
Baandee distriet thousands of tons of agri-
cultural produce are being carted distances
averaging 17 miles, In some instances farm-
ers are ¢arting from 22 to 23 miles to a rail-
way, The settlers in these districts, relying
on A statemeni in the Governor's Speech in
1914, have developed their holdings, and it
ig up to the Government to give them mueh-
needed faeilities, Further clearing will not
he carried out unless the survey is put through
as a proof of the bona fides of the Govern-
ment.

My. UTNDERWOOD : 1 agree with the
Leader of the Oppeosition that until we can
se¢c our way clear to construet the lines
already  surveyed, we should not go on
spending or wasting money on further sur-
veys, ‘When a line is surveyed, it is a sort
of guarantee ta, the settlers, that a railway
will be bunilf. If we surveyed a ronte with-
out having money to build the railway, we
wonld be putting uwp a confidence trick on
the settlers,

The Minister for Works:; No.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There has been con-
siderable trouble owing to railways having
been survered and to settlera taking up
holdings in expectation of lines heing hailt,
Tntil we tre prepared to bunild the lines,
we should notf snrvey the routes. When we
intend to build a line it would be better to
move for its survey and construction at the
same time, but even this would noet be too
good a guarantee. - For the last ten years
there have been settlers along the route of
the Esperance line, and that rvailway has
pot yet been buiit. Before wmaking surveys
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in the beantiful timber-growing and most
"expensive country of the South-West, we
should look for unutilised land adjacent to
our existing lines. We have already passed
legislation to enable such land to be resumed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That measure will not do
much good.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is good land
for eloser settlement along the coast from
Warcona to Gingin, and people taking ap
this Jand would be c¢lose to a market and a
port. Wken you start to get away to Norna-
Jup Inlet you take the people 400 miles away
from their market and 110 miles from a
shipping port.

The Minister for Works: Augusta is less
distant than that,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You can only get a
whaling boat to Augusta,

The Minister for Works: You can take a
full sized ship to Aungusta,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You, Mr. Chairman.
will remember when 1 tried to bpavigate
you up that river and tipped you into it.
It was very shallow. Talk about getting
2 full sized ship there! There ia land much
closer to existing ports and safer ports
than Flinders Bay, and that is the land
that we should first of all deal with. The
survey of that far away country is only
putting up a confidence trick on intending
settlers, That line is not going to be built
for many years, and it would be inadvis-
able to brild it before we had used up the
land that is alongside existing railways.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: T trust too much
notice will not be taken of the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition and the mem-
ber for D’ilbara. XNejther of those gentle-
men accompanied tbe Parliamentary party
that tecently visited the sonfh-west.

Hon. P. Collier; I have been to Big
Brook.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Leader of the
Opposition has ¢omlemned even the survey
of this proposed- line, .but let me remind
him, and the member for Piibara also, that
when they were Minisiers and were in power,
they advoeated that a railway should be
built in conjunction with the*State sawmills
running from Pemberton through to Flin-
ders Bay.

Hon. P. Collier: Big Brook to ¥linders
Bay iy a different proposition from Big
Brogk to Denmuark,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The country between
Pemberton and Ilinders Bay is practicaliy

- the same as that between Big Brook and
Denmark.  Settlers should hmwe some
guarantee that a railway will be built, and
by giving the sanction of Parliament to a
preliminary survey, that sense of security
will he given. The Railway Advisory
Board went througl that country many
¥ears ago aud they advocated long betore
the Esperance Railway was approved, that
a line should be built there. At the present
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time there are about 140 farmers with large
orchards gituated some 40 or 30 miles from
the railway, amd the position of these
veople is exveedingly dithcult. I trust the
Lender of the Qpposition will withdraw his
objection to the survey, If these people
find that Parliament has approved of the
survey being carried out they will regard
it as a guarantee that the line will be built
when funds are available,

Capt. CARTER : The Premier justifies
the expenditure of £64100 on surveys on
the ground that those surveys are necessary
in connection with vailway lines whieh will
he huilt at a future date, Since the trip
we had to the south-west we ure all
optimists in regard tu the future of that
part of the State, but there is something in
what tbe memhber for Pilbara said that a
man may e misled into thinking that the
eonstruction of the railway will he put in
hand at an early date. T suggest that in
g case like this the Government should re-
serve a certain area of land in the vieinity
of the termini of the proposed line—Big
Brook at one end and Denmark at the other,
The reserves should be for railway pur-
poses, and would give (he people an idea
that the line was eventually going to be
built. The Premier bv way of interjection
a litile while baek said that the sorvey
was already in hand. That is one of
those things which I, in common with other
new members, have heen repeatedly bump-
ing up against during the last few months.
1t does seem extvaordinary tbat we shonld
he deliberating—I was going to say wast-
ing time, because that is what it amounts
to —in regaid to the expenditure of money,
wheu thut money has already been spent.

The Minister for Minas : The money was voted
before you came here.

The Minister for Works: It is not all being
spent oh one gUrvey.

Capt. CARTER : The Premier told us that the
venson for the expenditure of this money is to
give a puarantee that the line is going to be
built. I know that country and I know its
poassibilities, but surely we can adopt a less
expensive method of uffording the people there
the zense of security that they require.

My, O'LOGHLEX: Tf T were consistent I
would vote for the deletion of this item. Last
vear we had a similar proposition in respect to
the Bolgart ruilway and T opposed it because we
had an assurance {rom the Premier that 100
miles of railway per ennum would be the
maximum that we would construct. The position
now is that we have 100 miles of railway
authorised, and an immense mileage survey,
and T do not know that we are justified in luring
people away bevond a reasonable limit of carting
in the hope of their getting a railway in the
near future. Parliament should not go in for
a policy of false pretences if it is possible to
avoid doing so. T hope that the result of this
short debate will prompt the department not
to send settlers out until Parliament has definitely
authorised the cxpenditure on o railway.

Mr. Underwood : And until there is money te
spend.
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Mr. Harrison: We should find the money
for those who are already far away from rail-
ways.

Mr. 'LOGHLEX : One could talk for hours
on the disappointment of the settlers at Yorkra-
kine. In that locality they are prodncing
wonderful crops, and the bigger the crop the
heavier does the burden become in getting the
produce to the macket. T regret the member
Jor the district did not make more noise sbout
this railway. He could have had an eHeotive
punch if he had known how to go about it.

Mr. Harrison: There were no rails to bhe
gob.
Mr. O'LOGHLEX : We got rails for the

Lake Clifton line. It is just a matter of forcing
the Covernment. All the hon. member has
done has been to ask a question of two. If the
member for Sussex had been representing that
district the Minister for Works would not have
had a minute’s peacc until the rails had been
laid. It would not be good to push this matter
to o division, Settlers have gone into that
country, and the deletion of the item might
react injuriously on their prospects. I hope
that in future Parliament will give such settlers
something substantial, and not something that
is merely shadowy. To get money just now
is imposgible, but Parliament should not authorise
another line of railway or another railway survey
until we have sot ahead with railways already
authorised. It is not fair that settlers should be
kept waiting for railway communication through
a whole decade.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The Yorkra-
kine survey, of which the Leader of the Country
Party spoke, was no doubt promised some years
ago.

Mr. Underwood : What is the good of promis-
ing a survey now 7 A line has been promused.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It is quite
a reasonable expectation on the part of the
Yorkrakine people that the line should be built.
The line must be built as soon as possible. The
delay is due to the fact that the Commonwealth
i desirous of continuing its railway from Kal-
goorlie to Perth. During the past five years
the Commonwealth has tried quite & number of
propositions so as to get the best possible route,
and so a8 to avoid, as far as may be, interference
with the 3ft. Gin. gauge railway syetem of this
State. One proposition was that the Common-
wesalth people should run their broad-gauge line
on from Kalgoorlie to Merredin, through or near
Yorkrakine, and finslly reach Pérth via the Aven
valley. That is the route most favoured by the
Commonweslth Railway Commissioner. T dis-
cussed the matter with him.

Hon. P. Collier: I discussed it with him 10
yeara ago. We used to put that up as a bluff
then. I know the gag.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is no
gag. During the last three years the matter has
gone forward, and I think it would be foolish
of the State Government to proceed with the
survey of & 3ft. Gin. line knowing it is only a
matter of a little time before the broad gauge
railway will be put through.

Mr. Harrison: Can you get any direct word
from the Commonwealth that they will pay the
oosi of the survey ? If so, I would like you to
get it.

2659

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will write
to the Commonwealth Railways Commissioner
on the subject. It may be information to the
member for Leederville and other hon. members
that the Votes and Proceedings of Parliament
for 1919 contained a vote from General Loan
Fund, which vote was continued in 1920, for
surveys of a line from Pemberton to Augusta,
of an extension of the Mt. Marshell-Wyalcatchem
line, of a line from Narrambeen to Bruce Rock,
and for other surveys as required.

Hon. P. Collier: But -that does not cover
Big Brook and Denmark, which is quite a dif.
ferent proposition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Under in-
structious from the Premier the survey of the line
from Denmark to Big Brook was commenced
four years ago. We started one party at the
Denmark end, and ancther party at the Big
Brook end. When one leaves the Big Brook
sawmills, there is a large area of first-class karri
timber, and that must be got away before the
line is taken through, The six miles of survey
to the Warren River was the heaviest part of
the job. It has been finished some time ago,
and Mr. Babbington, who started out from Rig
Brook, is now some miles south of the Warren
River, proceeding to the point where Mr. Dartnall,
who started from the Denmark end, left ofi.
The rea! reason why this survey work has been
gtarted is to be found in the foresight of another
Minister whe had to deal with the matter, who
was called upon to see what land he might have
aveilable for the settlement not only of our
own soldiers, but slso of soldiers from other
States and other countries who had fought in the
great war. I have been through the country
in guestion, and I saw there some magnificent
karri and jarrah, and also o large quantity of
tingle-tingle. I was very pleased with the
country. However, land settlement does not
fall within my province. I disagree entirely
with the talk about this being a confidence trick.

Mr. Underwood : It is a waste of money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I deresay
the hon. member interjecting would spend the
money on something else. However, I believe
in surveys going first, before the authorisation
of railways. I have seen in this State and in
other States tens of thousands of pounds being
lost every year to the people merely by reason
of the fact that when snrveys were made in
the first instance the money was cut too short,
so that the engineers were not able to search
for the best route. They were told, for imstance,
that & one-in-sixty grade would suit. But the
best possible grade should have been obtained.
I believe in surveys being done first, thus enabling
the Lands Department to subdivide most suit-
ably for service of the settlers by the proposed
railway. What is the use of asking people to
gettle on land unless there is & reasoneble hope
of their being supplied with means of transit,
not within one year, but within perhaps five or
ten years ¥ In my opinion, it is the right and
proper thing to put surveys of contemplated
railways through as soon as one possibly can.
I do not think it a right and proper thing to
commit the State to unlimited expense in this
connection ; but here the G(overnment are
asking for only £7,000, of which we shall probably
not spend more than one-half. We shall not
spend any of it if information should be forth-
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cc;ming to show that the expenditure is inadvis.
able.

Mr. MUXSIE: While the Leader of the
Opposition was speaking I learnt from the
Premier, by way of interjection, that the whole
of the area to be served by this proposed railway
route is Crown lands. From other members I
have learnt that there .are numerous settlers
on the aren already, Now, which statement is
correct ¥

Mr. Cnderwood : Both statements are true,

The Premier: Thé Deamark settlers will he
within reach of the proposed line.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Denmark settlers have a
railway now.

The I'remier:
at Nornalup.

Mr. MUNSIE : T agree with the member for
Pitbara that this is playing a confidence trick
on supposed settlers. ’

Mr. O’'Loghlen: There are settlers south of
Big Brook.

My, MUNSIE: Those settlers, T understand,
went there becanse they believed #° railway
line was to be built there.

i Mr. U’Loghlen: Of course they expected a
1ne.

Mr. MUNSIE: Now we propose to expend
money on a survey of the line in question.  Thia
ia only playing o confidence trick on settlers
still further south.

The Minister for Mines: It is a wicked thing
to say that.

Mr. MUNSIE: It may be wicked, but it is
true.

The Minister for Mines : 1t is not even true.

Mr. MUNSIE: For many years past the
Western Australian Parliament has been playing
confidence tricks on settlers and intending settiers
in Western Australia. Thsat remark applies
most particularly to settlers in the Esperance
district. They are still waiting for the line,
and are likely to wait many years yet. The
Minister for Works assures us that in all proba-
bility not more than £3,000 will be spent on
the proposed surveys, Then why ask for £7,000 ?
I protest against the survey of any more lines
in Western Australis until we see some reason-
able prospect of completing the lines already
surveyed. The Premier says they want this
survey for the purpose of subdividing the land.
Bui why subdivide land along the route of the
proposed railway when, on the testimony of
the Premier, they cannot start the construction
of the line for at least six years ¥ The Premier
has admitted that the State cannot build more
than 100 miles of railway per annum. It is
true the Government, behind the back of Parlia-
ment, have built 15 miles of line at Lake Clifton,
but, on the other hand, the Esperance railway
is being built at the rate of something below
one mile per annum: The South-West has more
than fultilled my expectations. There are
wonderful opportunities down there, but also
there is room for thousands of new settlers
alongside the existing railways in that portion
of the State.

Mr. Money : And they want some more roads
down there.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Premier does po on
with the survey, I hope that when he receives
applications for the land he will strictly limit
the area which any person can take up,

Well, there are two settlers
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The Premier: I will do that.

Mr. MUNSIE: There is to be seen in the
Bridgetown and Donnybrook distriets some of
the most magnificent land in Auvstealie : and
in certein instances individual owners hold as
much as 3000 acres of it. In puint of fact,
no man could successfully work more than 204b
acres of that country. Yet the Premier. prob-
ably, will allow settlers to take wp buul alims
the proposed survey in whatever areas they like,
and, later, posterity  will have to repurchase
the land at ten times ity cost.

The PREMIER : In the South-West we age
cutting most of the tirst elass land into Y00 gere
Mocks,  This particular survey is alniost com-
Meted, and must e earried through.,  There s
not too much land in the State for those willing
to come ta the State. As we have wold the
wheat belt, sp we must deal with this land in
the same way, We can put thousands of people
into the South-Weat, but there are tens of
thousands of people willing to go there as soon
4s ever we can tnake ready for them, Tt is
because of that we want this survey. What
T said was that we cannot build much more than
160 miles of railway per annum. During the
last year or two, for want of rails, we have not
been able to build any railways et all, and so
we have some back weork to catch up. T only
wish we had ten times as much good land as
we have. This survey cannot be made too soon.
It was started four years agn. [ hope the item
will be passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I disagree entirely with
the policy enunciated by the Premier when he
said he wished we had ten times as much good
land to open up. I wish it too ; but the poliey
we should pumsue is not the policy of npening
up new arens and building railways tu them
while we have thousands of miles of idle land
along the existing railways. To-day the policy
is not to go cut mto new areas and plant a few
settlers here and a few settlers there, and then
spend hundreds of thousands of pounds in
providing railways for them. That has been
the bad policy of the past, which has landed ua
in financial difficultics. This State is the most
over-railwayed country in the world. We have
a mile of railway for every 75 persons. What is
the remedv? It is to utilise all idle lands
within a reasonable distance of an existing rail-
way. When we have done that and brought in
thousands of new settlers to occupy those par-
ticular lands, then by all means let us extend
our railways onge more, But the time is not
vet for the building of the railways referred to
by the Premier. The Premiers policy, of
course, is to run out surveys of railways to all
('rown lends, send out settlers, and then come
to  Purlinment and ask authority to spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds in the provision
of those rallweys. That is an entirely wrong
policy. In respect of agriculture the problem
fucing the world today is to see that cvery acre
of land is prodocine to its utmost capacity.
That i« the only selution of this State's dithi-
culties. The Premier baulks at a peliey which
will furce into use landy alivady srved by rail-
wavs,  He will not face that situation. He did
bring duwn o Bill purporting to deal with it,
but it will be ax inetfective da» witer on « duck’s
back., If the Premier will not adopt that policy,
he mnst of necessity 2o away out mbo new wieis
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temote from existing railways. If he is going
to continue his policy of land settlement and
will not adopt an ecifective policy, he has no
other recourse but to go rizht out into the
country, and keep on spending money in building
railways. The Premier knows that the more
new railways he bnilds for many yewrs to come -
except in o few cases where there is nlready
suthorisation passed, and where there is a fair
smount of ~ttlement und other settlement will
speedily take place, such ay in the wheet growing
arcas and in localities where land cun be made
immediately reprnductive and prodnee treicht
for the railways the further will he pet into
financial difieulties.  We want to build up our
population.  If we had unother hundred thousand,
people we wauld provide employment, and traltic
for the railwavs alrendy built.

The Premicr: Twenty-five thousand people
if we can yoet ready for them,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the optimistic
Premier awain. I read in the * British Avs-
tealasian * thut four years azo the Agent (General
on the wuthority of this Governmoent was ad-
vertising that Weastern Australia was ready to
and could receive 23,000 immigrants a year.
There is something nire and round and full about
that number, 23,004

The Premier: You bruought out 16,000 in one
year.

Hon. P. COLLI¥R ; This is the ticst time the
Premicr has given us credit for doing it. He
knows that in those days, 11 vears ago. we had
an immense area of wheat belt which could be
easily and speedily settled. That is no longer
with us. It ix not so easy to place immigrants
in the South-West. It will be many wvears
and will mean a totally ditferent policy fram this
one, before we can toke unything like 25,000
settlers n year from overseas. One year of
immigration at that rate would fill up all our
spare Urown lunds.  What did the Royal (‘om-
mission on  Agriculture,  which  reported  four
years ago, say ¥ The Premier knows that we
had not more than half & million acres of Crown
lands left in the State for scttlement. If the
Premier gets 23000 peeple next vear he will
have to stop immisration for all time. He will
have no other land to offer immigrants unless
he adopts another policy, and makes the land
slready served by railways available for them.
T will atick to that policy unless I see goud reason
for departing from it. I have been led to make
these remarks because it really bears upon the
policy which vught to be pursued, A very
good case will have to be put up before my sup-
port will be given for the construction of new
lines. The Railway Department says it is not
able to do any good because it has 3,300 miles
of railway for a handful of peaple.

The MINISTER FOR JMINES : Mem-
bers have not contined themselves to the survey
of this line so much asthey bave to the survey
of a new politital line. Seeing that this affects
my district I feel that T cannot let the matter
pass withuut a fow words.

Hon, P. Collier: I never had that in mind.

Mr. Munsie: I did not know the line was in
your district.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I will exempt
the Leader of the Opposition but cannot do so
in the case of the other members. Whatever
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may be the opinion in regard to the mileage of
railways in this State, we rometimes lose sight
of the fact that a fair percentaze of the railway
nmileage is in goldfields districts which are now
sparsely populated. We also have several miles
of railways whick are disconnccted from the
mein system and are expensive to operat:.

Hon, P, Colliey ;  Even then we are over-built.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will al-nit
that. [ have already said this ssiny that we
ouzht to operate our railways the sune as any
individial woald operate anyv branelt of his
business, and deteemine that we s<hall cut ont
that portion of vnr business whivh 14 not pro‘it-
able, and brins in new business in other direct-
tions. It woulil br uood policy if the State made
use of the lines that are constructed in pgold-
tield ventres, wlere now only o few people are
servedd sl which are remote from other parts
of the system, and placed those lines in
districts which would bring new tlic to
the system. It is not a reason for saving that
because we are over-built in some directions
we should not do something to asdist spproved
provinces which can be develeped in rome other
part of the State,

Hon. P. Collier: T said, while we have lands
already scrved by a railway amd which are
not put to full'use,

The MINISTER TOR MINES : We &8s a
Parliament should take any action that is neces-
sary to compel persons who are not producing
from their lands what those lands are capable
of producing, to mnke them available for some-
body else. We cannot continue to allow those
lands to be held as they are now being held.
The lexislation dealing with that matter will
probably have the same effect as the Federal
land tax had many years ago, and canse people
80 to fear what mwy follow that they will break
up theip big estates and make them available
for settlement. The member for Pilbara made
quite an oration, fullowed by the member for
Hannans, on the question of the wasteful ex-
penditure of money on surveys having no other
cHect than to delude the people. 1 would point
out that Parliament agreed four years ago that
the line should be surveved, and yet those two
members have only just swakened to the fact
that we have been deluding those settlers and
playing a confidence trick upon them.

Mr. Munsie : It is time they were told.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thete are
two settlers in the Nornalup district who were
there long before the line was ever thought of.

Mr. Munsie ;: Isay you are playing e confidence
trick on 70 odd settlers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Apparently
we have been playing a confidence trick on these
settlers for four years.

Mr. Munsie : For over 10 years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree with
the Premier that if we have lands that are proved
to be suitable for settlement, we ought to have
8 survey of them made. Instead then of practis-
ing the policy we have practised in the past, one
that has landed us in our present difficulties, of
allowing iree selection with an undertaking that
we will build a railway, we should do what they
do in Canada, and say that we will build 25 miles
of a railway, but not another inch of it until
the land served by that 23 miles of ratlway is
fully occupied and made productive.
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Hon. P, Collier: That would prevent the
Premier from sending out people to Crown lands
in the way he is doing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Are we going
to wait until someone comes along with a policy
that will be acceptable to this country, and con-
fiscate private lands ?

Hon. P. Collier : Why use that word ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It practically
amounts to that, Many who have been writing
on the guestion recently have suggested con.
fiscating private lands, We cannot do that.

Hon. P, Collier: That is not a fair argun-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we are
going to wait till then, we shall have to wait a
long time. Members have been discussing the
Denmark-Big Brook survey. Why was no
mention made of the Piawaning northwards
survey ? .

Mr. O'Loghlen : I mentioned it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But not
seriously, I think. It is a good thing to let people
know that we have a huge province that is suit-
able for settlement and can be served in the
future. The member for Pilbara has a railway
which is loging us more money per annum than the
whole of this survey will cost. No one suggests
that we ghould pull up that railway, because it
is helping development. When & simple survey
i8 proposed in some other part of the State of
which he knows nothing, he suggesis we are
wasting money, deluding the public and playing
a conlidence trick upon them. By his efforts
to-night he is playing a confidence trick on his
own electors. We shall not get through much
development by croaking in the way some mem-
bers have been eroaking to-night.

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN : I do not know
where the Minister got his information that we
voted for this survey four years ago from
Big Brook to Denmark. ¥ have seen no men-
tion of it in the Estimates. This is the first
time it hes appeared.

Hom: P. Coliier: They have been spending the
money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I do not see why hon.
members should be accused of doing something
which they have not done. In 1919 the survey
was from Big Brook to Angusta, but in 1920
Big Brook was not mentioned.

The Minister for Works: The work was going
on.
The Minister for Mines: There muat have been
an authority somewhere.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIX :
some way,

The Minister for Works : Under surveys that
may be reguired.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It was not a question
of voting upon it, for no person was eware that
it was going on. We are deluding the people
by passing these surveys.

Mr. Munsie: Of course we are.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX : Every one of us is
doing it. Immediately a survey is made the
people form the opinion that the railway line
will be built at an early date.

Mr. Pickering: They ought to have heen
disillwsioned long ago.

It was covered up in

[ASSEMBLY.|

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN : Last year we passed
"o railway Bill, and we were told there was no
chance of starting it for six years.

The Premier: Who told you that ?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN : The member for that
district. We were also told that we could not
construct more than 100 miles of milway a
year. In many of those districts for which
reilways were ppproved by Parliament, the
war prevented the lines from being constructed.
If we could find the money to go on with raiiway
construction, these districts should have first
attention. We should not go on year in sod
year out agreeing to construct railways, because
thet is what a survey means. We shall be told
during the next year or so that in such and such
& year we voted for a survey, and shall be asked
why we wasted money on & survey if we did not
intend to construct the line.

Mr. Pickering: You are an old hand at the
game.

Hon., W. €. ANGWIN: In these eircum-
stances, we should be very wary as to how
we proceed. There is good land in this par-
ticular part of the State but it must be re-
membered that in opening up large areas in
the South-West, one of the most important
aspeets to receive attention is the finding of
markets for the products. I think the Min-
ister was in error in rveferring to the Den-
mark line. )

The Minister for Mines:
error. It was there in 1920,
Mr. Munsie: It was not.

The Minister for Works: Records show
that reference was made to the Big Brook-
Denmark railway, and also to the Big Brook-
Augusta line,

Hon. W. (. ANGWIX: I do not object to
surveys or railways if we have the popula-
tion and the monex. The coumtry requires to
be apened up. It is necessary to have greater
scttlements than we have at present. That
heing 50 I do not think we should do any-
thing that would have a tendency to delude
the people regurding the railway surveys.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: In order

I was not in

to put the member for North-East Fre-
mantle right | would like to point out
that  the details  attached to the Lioan

Estimates tfor 1918719 coutained the item,
“‘T'ropress made for expenditure tfor year
ended 30th June, 1918, Big Brook-Demmnark
railway, part of permanent survex.’' The
next referenve was in the 1919/20 Loan Es-
timates, when the entry appeared: ‘* Progress
made for expenditure for year ended 3th
June, 1919, Bolgart extension railway com-
pletion, Big Brook-Denmark railway com-
mencement; progress anticipated te be made
during the year ending 30th June, 1921, Big
Brook-Augnsta,’’ and so on.

The Minister for Mines: It appears, thore-
fore, two vears running.

Item, Wargona-Lake
£70,000;

Mr. JOHXNSTON: We have heard a lot
abont the Warconu-Lake Clifton railway pur-
chase, aud it is not my intention to flogy a
dead borse, regarding the merite or de revits

(*lifton  purchase,
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of the agreement made between a previous
Government and this comypany, I think the
past experience shoull convinee the Govern-
ment that they should be very careful in
their transactions with this particular com-
pany, and they should be satisfied that the
company has carried out its purt of the con-
tract before the £70,000 is paid over. T bave
some  vorrespondence from the company
which vertainly proves to my mind that the
company has not carried out the agreement
so far as the supply of lime to the agricul-
toral community for the past six months is
concerned. Oune of the vital parts of the
agreenent was that the company should sup-
ply lime for agricnitural purposes to settlers
who required it throughou* Western Austra-
lin. T have before me the special agreement
passed by this Chamber in December, 1916,
between Mr. J. H. Jobnson and the Govern-
ment. Paragraph 13 of the Agreement sets
out—

That the lessee will as soon as the said
railway is completed and thereafter at
all times during the term of this lease
supply lime to the public, so far as there
may be a demand for the same, to the ex-
tent of the output for the time being of
the demised premises, which shall not be
less than fifty tons per day, in a dry condi-
tion and finely crushed so as to pass
throngh a twenty-inch nesh sigve or un-
sereened, as the purchaser may require, and
in either case containing on analysis not
less than cighty per cent. carbonate, and
being the produet of the demised premises,
at a price not to execed, twelve shillings
per ton sereened, or ten shillings per ton
unsereened, delivered at Waroona,

The essential part of the agreement was that
lime should be supplied for agricultural pur-
poses by the company, and that the sopply
should continue, the works to be in operation
for a period of six months before the sum
of £70,000 was to be paid by the Government
to the company. The agreement provides
that no less than 50 tons per day should be
supplied by this company for six months be-
fore they were entitled to the money.

The Minister for Works: That means about
15,000 tons per year.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yet we find that a resi-
dent of my district who required five tong of
lime for agricultural purpeses from the com-
pany, has been unable to procurs it. He is 2
man of pood financial pesition and I have
with me a letter from the company sent to
him on the 20th July, 1921, The letter is
headed “fWest Australian Portland Cement
Company Limited,’” and then follows a
lengthy address. The letter is addressed to
a gentleman in Narrogin, and I propose to
give the letter to the Government for their
own protection. The letter reads—

We are in receipt of your lefter of the
12th inst., relative to lime, and wish to
mention that the general construction work
at Lake Clifton has not yet been com-
pleted, and when such eonstruction work
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is eompleted, the lime will take some time
to dry. We anticipate being in a
position to ontertain orders for lime in
time for the next season, viz., January of
next year.

The Jetter is signed for and on behalf of the
West Australian Portland Cement Company
Limited, by T. R. Campbeil, as loeal secre-
tary.

Mr. TPickering: That letter means that
their six months will date from Janunary.

Ar, Johnston: But cven so, this man has
not received hig lime yet.

Mr. Money: The eompany. wrote to the
Covernment saying it was prepared to sup-
ply lime,

My, JOHNSTOX : That is so, but the fact
remains that this man has not reeeived his
lime yet. The company is supposed to have
been in full operation for six months, and it
was supposed to be in operation for that
period before it beeame entitled to the
amomnt of £70,000, The company, in this
letter states that it ecannot supply any corders
wntil January of this year. The company’s
claim for the payment of £70,000 was made
in December of last year, and in the eireum-
stances it should have been fulfilling orders
for lime for gix months prior to that date.

Mr. Money: In November the company
wrote tp the Govermwent saying it was pre-
pared to supply lime,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The fact remains that
this man has not received his lime yet. 1In
the circumstances, the elaim for the £70,000
should not have been made for some months
yet. The gentleman whe received this letfer
was public spirited enough, when he saw the
correspondence in the Press, to make this
Ietter availakle for wse by the Government.

The Premier: 1t is a wonder he did not
post it to us at once.

Mr., JOHNSTON: At any rate, it was
given to me during the New Year holidays
and I brought it to Perth with me to-day.
Tt appears to me that the meaning of this
letter i3 clear, Tt says that the company
has not been fulfilling the conditions of the
agreement for the supply of lime for the
past six months. I hope the Governmeant
will hold over the payment of the £70,000
until they are satisfied that the company’s
agreement has been fulfilled. I am not ad-
voeating any tepudiation of the agreement
which Mr. Colehateh signed, but as the eom-
pany may justly claim from the Government
the fulfilment of the contract entered into.
so I contend the Government should strictly
see that the company's agreement is fully
enrried out before payment of £70,000 is
made to the company. T hope this letter
will be of some assistance to the Premier.

Mr. PICKERING: I sopport the conten-
tion advanced by the member for Williams-
Narrogin, because it is laid down in the
agreement that lime under certain conditions
mugt be supvlied to the settlers. The letter
shows definitely that the company Qoes not
coutemplate being in a position to sapply
orders until the present month.



2464

The Premier: We will see that the agree-
ment s carried out and that the company
complies with its agreement.

Mr, PTCKERING: We know that the com-
pany is securing its lime supplies from Gin-
gin. Why should that be so? We know that
it is because the lime from Lake Clifton is
not sufficiently dry for the purpose of the
Burswood cenwat works,

Mr, O'Loghlen: Yonr vote was hought
the other night when you suid that every-
thing wus all right.  You endorsed every-
thin';,

My, PICKERING: XNothing of the sort!
Ay vote on the ne-confidence motion was 2
different thing ltogether. The T.eader of
the Oprosition himself said that we eould
not repandiate this contract. I helieve that,
and I do not sec that I was justified in
voting for the motion,

Hon, P. Collier: T do not ask you to re-
prdiate a contract.

My, PICKERIXN{: That is so,

Hou. P, Colliex: I thought you wmight
reasonalily repndiate the Government while
sticking to the contract.

Mr, PICKERTING: I was not taking that
on, .
The Premier: We will sce that nothing is
paid until the agreement is observed.

My, Lambert: You should stick to the
money us long as you can, a

Mr. PICKERINXG: The interest on £70,000
for a period of six months represents o con-
siderable sum, and I hope the Government
will take advantage of that ecandid admis-
sion by the crompany appearing in the letter,
and sec that the money is not paid over
until the works have heen operating for six
months,

The PREMIER: T assure the Committee
that T will sce that the agreement is earried
ort by the company before the money is
paid over.

Hon. P, Collier: It is part of the agree-
mnt that lime shall be supplied.

The PREMIER: I know. Of eourse, we
will wpe that the apreement i3 carried out,
and lime sopplied for six mounths before the
money iz paid over,

Mr. T.ambert: In-addition to that, I sug-
gest that the Government shonld see that
the company docs not merely execute two or
three orders, but that it has the plant there
apil that it is kept in full going order

The PREMIER: T will see that that is
done.

Ttem: Tramways, Perth Electrieal, and ex-
tonsions, £60.000:

Mr. LATHAM: I want to be satisfied
that this item does wot provide for the ex-
tenzion of any new lines in the metropelitan
area, T am convinced that we should econo-
mis<¢ at the present stage, and should not
embark npen any new extensions. 1 do not
want to sce any new tramways in the metro-
politan area, and T ask the Minister for
Railwavs to give the Committee an assur-
auce that this does not eover any new ex-
tensions.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: I do not
know that I shovld give the member fo
York that assurance, hecause if we find it
neeessary to make an extension of half

. miile or so, he may aceuse me of repudiating

the assuraznee I have piven in this House.

My, Latham: We would not object to hali
a mile.

The MINTETER FOR MINES: T eav
only sav that there is ne provision for any
new lines,

Mr. Johzston: This
the Como cxtension?

The MINISRTFR FOR MINES: This itew
does ot make provision for that extension
All T can say iy T regard that as regret
talile. R

Hon., P. COLLIER: If there is to be no cx
tension except svme short xtewsion neces
sury for the working of the system, the Min
ister might explain why £60,000 s required
this year as against €33,000 last vear,

The Minister for Mines:  That awmoun!
inclndes cars.

Hon. T, COLLIER: Ou the page of the
Estimatey where information is supplied, ws
are refcrred to the Commissioner's report
and in his report the Commissioner refen
to an extension of the tramwaya to Como!

The Premicr: Thefe is no money for auct
an extension.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course I acgep
the Minister’s statement, but the official in
timation really is that there is to be an ex
tension.

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: 1 repcal
that | regret the money for the (‘omo exten
sion ig not available. This, however, isa mat
ter for the Treasurver, and T have ne quarre
with him hecause he cannot find fund:
for tramway cxtension. As Minister con
trolling the department, T beljeve it wounld by
in the best interests of the svstem if thi:
extension were made. Ton frequently mem
bers criticise Ministers, forgetting that th
question of carrying out certain work finally
depends upon the Treasurer’s ability to fioc
the funds, Probably some materinl will b
coming forward, but untit Parliament ha
been eonsulted, it is not my inftention te pro
eeed with any general extension of the sys
tem, However, we are not entitled to retair
possession of a monopoly if Parlinment wil
not provide the conveniences which the pub
lie demand, and T am considering submitting
to the Premicr as a matter of pelicy next ses
sion the question of the formation of a trus
to contrel the trams. Under this system, w
wonld retain puoblie contrel, but the trus
would have to find the money for their owr
purposes, There ia no money on these ¥ati
mates for the extension of trams to Como.

Hon. P. Collier: Does this inelude pay
ment for the ears?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: A sum of
£33,311 iz invelved in the building of 2¢
new bogie cars by the Midland shops, and a:
the cars are turned ouf, the Railway Depart
ment is being credited with the cost,

loes not deal with
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Mr. MacCallam Swith:
eoming out?

The MINISTER TOR MIXNES: One or
two are out already; the vest of the bodies
have been huilt, hut the whzels are not avail-
able,

Houn. P. Colliev: Is it a fact that the
department failed to order an essential part
and that this cavsed the detay?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No: the
people who aceepted the eontract for building
the wheels and axles or some poriion of the
nnder earriages had tremendons failures.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They are being
uilt in Australia.

The MTIXISTER FOR MINES: Yes, anid
it has only been possible to supply a limited
quantity. No one regrets more than myself
and the manager that the new ears were not
available duering the holidays.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: What is the Min-
ister going to do with the -sails and equip-
ment which were intended for the construe-
tion of the Como line! T£ the rails and
other equipment have to he paid for, the
. laying of the Yine will be a very small pro-
portion of the cost.

The Minister for Mines: Wil it?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Tf the rails are
paid for, it is better to put them into use
rather than leave them to rust. We were
told that the rails were cxpected in Oec-
tohor. Now the material is to lic idle.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then what is the
Minister going to do with it? T consider that
some influenee has been bronght to bear on
the Minister to canse hiin to alter his mind.
No donbt it is due to the diefates of his
party and hecause the metropolitan area is
concerned that the construetion of this line
is not to be proeeeded with. There was a
great outery from members of the cross
benches when it was annonnced that the line
was to be construeted.

The Minister for Mines: That is unworthy
of the hon, member, who Kknows that these
Estimates were prepared during -my absence.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Then T shall say
the Minister responsible for the Estimates.
Everyone understood that this line would be
construeted. The railway ieport says that
the material has been ordered and the money
must be found to pay for the material. Is
the money to lie idle until the material is
uged? " Why not lay the line and earn some-

When are they

thing?
Mr, Latham: Or lose more,
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. I consider

that_an injustice has been done o the people
of the Como distriet owing to the Govern-
ment having decided not 1o construet the
ling as promised.

The Minister for Mines:
promise {o construct it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
know what a promise is,

Member: Subject to the approval of Par-
Liament.

We @id not

Then I do xnot
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: What! After the
materinl had been ordered. [ do not wané
the Minister to shelter himself hehind the
proposal to form a trust. XNo one knows
hetter than the Minister the diffienity he will
have in that regard.

The Minister for Mines:
all,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister ex-
perienced  considerahle  difficully  when be
purchased the trams originally, The Gov-
ernment have one of the finest tramway man-
agers in Aunstralia, a2 man whe takes a great
inferest in his work. 1f the Minister has tp
find the money for the rails and other gear,
why not lay the line. secing that the district
hax undertakpn to guarantee the interest
and sinking fund? The member for Canning
(Mr. Clydesdale) told us that on the Ad-
dresg-in-reply.

Mr, Johnston:

Hon, P. Collier:
over again,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Now we are told
the line is not to he eonstructed. Tt strikes
me that, as soon as anything is proposed
for the metropolitan area hhe Government he-
comé funky.

The Minister for Mines:
ense me of being funky.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: "The Minister
said he was away and knew nothing about it,
We have a mctropohtan members’ party
which might give the Minister a bad shoek.
This distriet has been badly treated by the
Giovernment, The ("mern_mcnt laid down the
constrvetion of the line as part of their
pedicy, but beeanse they were attacked in the
Press, we arc told that the line will not be
coustrueted this year. The delay will be
dotrimental to the district. The south side
of the river has been neglected It is the
hest part of the metropolitan’ area, and this
was an opportnnity to open it u

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
wladdens my heart wére than te receive sup-
port from an unexpected quarter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But rails have gone
down in price.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And the
hon, member’s experience has gone np. The
hon. member knows that tramway materiil
can be purchased and put in the road. To-
day we are receiving complaints regarding
the condition of eertain roads. During the
past 12 months we have spent a lot of money
in relaying the line along Hay-street. When
the old rails were taken up cveryone marvel-
Jed at the fact rhat the trams had been able
to keep on the track. 1 have told- the Heuse
that in order to get clectrical material it
wag npeeessary to order well ahead. ” With
regard to the promises of tramway construe-
tion, nothing definite was stated in respect
to Como. I received deputations from all
parts of the melropolitan area urging the
extensions of the system and T replied that
I would have investigations made, and that
if money was available those exténsions
would be carried out. T stated at the time

No diffieulty at

That is ngws te me,
It has heen said over and

You cannot ze-
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that T realised that parts of the metropoli-
fan area required extensions urgently. Now
I marvel that opposition has come from
those from whom it should wnet le ox-
pected. T can gee no possibility of earrying
out the extension to Lomo or elsewhere this
vear, and T deeclare that if the publie insist
that the Government shall eontinne to own
and control the tramway syvstem, the svstem
will have to be freated in the same way as
any other utility for the henefit of the puh.-
lie, Tf T were to propose to this Chamber
thet Routh Perth chould have the right to
constrnet its own tramway te connect with
our system, numerous objeetions would he
raised.  The memher for North-East Fre-
mantle wonld objeet.

Hon. W. €. Anpgwin: T wounld not.

The MTNISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
memher ohjected to the city eouncil having
the right to build o tramway to North
Beaeh.

Hon. W. . Angwin: I actually intro-
duced two Bills here for that purpose. T
objected to motors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ il
not tell the people of (‘ome, or anywhere
else, that tramways would be constrieted
this year. Tf any blame attaches to anyone
for not going on with thesy cextengions it is
attachable to members of Parliament. Those
who say that there shall be no extensions
must carry the responsibility, I have urged
that nas tramways only serve a limited
mumber of the commuonity, those who are
servedd shall pay, and that the burden shall
not rest on the whole of the community. The
South Anstralinn  system compares favour-
ably with any othér system in Australia.
The member for North-Fast Fremantle would
nol objeet to those who are the actual uscrs,
paying, and he should not ohject to the pro-
vision of a trust similar to that of South
Australin.  Whenever thore who get 1 the
favours have to pay, they should contrel in
the same way as is done in the case of the
Fremeatle  tramwayvs. The member for
North-East Fremaatle would not agree to 2
Bill beinz hronght to Parliament for the
sale of the Fremantle tramways to the Gov-
¢rnment.

* Hon. W. €. Angwin: TIf you paid for
them as you did for the Perth tramways, T
would have no objection,

The MINTSTER FOR MIXES: T lhave
dohe my part as Minister in making inquirics
and T have told the public that T believe ¢x-
fensions are wanted.

Hon. W. ', ANGWIN: T did say last
year that T thoupht tramway oxtensions
should, ¢ease, but since then there has lheen
a drop in the price of raily of from £14 to
£17 cif. So for as the trust is coneerned
it is all bluff amd the Minister knows that
we canuot get the loeal aythoritics to agree.

The CHATRMAXN: T have allowed hon.
members a good deal of latitude in connee-
tion with this item, but there is really
nothing dealing with trusts that ean he dis-
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cussed vnider it, Tet ns ronfine outselves to
th+ grostion.

Mon, W. (U ANGWIX: We have been
liscussing tramway extensions by the Gov
ernment or hy & trust,

The CHATRMAN:
the Chair,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: The guostion be-
fore the Uhair is that of tramway extensions
by the Governmeat, and I am not w» aft
that T eanmot unilerstand that. Last year
we voted £80,000,  Wax that amonnt nsed
for e¢xtensions, ar wos it for clectrical sear
for new ecars! [f the clectrical eear which
arrived liere some tine ago was paid for, we
are jnstified in asking in which direcvtion the
remainder of the money was spent,

[ Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ex-
penditure last yeur on bogie cars was £13,713,
on workshops £6,459, on track improvements
£€10,015, on car barn additional arcommola-
tion £A32 and for ‘‘varions,’’ which may
have included rails and clectrical gear, £33.
For this year the prineipal itewms are: bogie
vars  £50,000, completion of mnew  machine
shops €10,000, ftting CGrinnell sprinklers in
car barn £2,800, improvewents te the Wal-
cott and Beafort-streets lines £2,700, and
terminal loop at North Perth £1,08%,

Ttem, Flectric Tawer Station, Fast Pevth,
L£175,000;

Mr. -LAMBERT: On the general [sti-
mates T hrought up the question ot the huge
expenditure involved in equipping the East
Perth power station. The present estimate
of an additional £175000 on top of the
ariginal expenditure of £600,000, makes the
capital cost climb towards three-quarters of
a million of money,

The Minister f1or Mines:
correct.

Mr. LAMBERT: Those are the figures as 1
see them: the Minister ean give the exact
figures. T do not wish to Le,understood as
expressingy my<elf derogatorily to the present
station, which [ believe is servine immediate
purposes.  Bnt 1 think  the  Government
should immeliately eall  for competitive
plans for & mueh bhigger seheme to peneraty
eloctric enrrent at the pit’s mouth at Collic
and to deliver it at, say, Bonhory, which i
our seconil bimgest port and is sitvated with
in 30 miles of Collie. The treml of industry
is in the direction of conveying power in thal
way to a port, for manufacturing purposes
["ader the conditions 1 have snguested, every
hig industry established in the Eastern States
could Lie established here. In Tasmania @
hwvidranlic electric plant i3 developing  wel
over 200000 liorse-power per annum. Tt i
quite within the hounds of possibility that
seeing the greater cheapness of raw materia
in Wostern Australia, we rould meet the East
ern States in competition on equal terms
Tnder the conditions [ liave sketched out, if
is gqunite possible {hat even in the near future
we could clectrically smelt iron and steel ai

Trusts are not hefore

That is nof ruite
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Bunbwry. Talf of the steel of the world,
practically, is being produced hy clectrie
current to-day. Certainly over 50 per cent.
of the steel mow produced in the TUnited
Btates is produced by electric carrent. The
United States are not in a better position than
Western Awstralin for produeing cheap steel.
The Yampi Seund iron deposits are equal to
any in the world. The iron ove from Yampi
Sound eould be landed at Bunbury on better
terms than iron ore is lanled in many parts
of England. Tt is the imperative duty of the
Government to formulate a clear plan in this
conneetion,

The Minister for Works: There is plenty
of irpnstone in the South-West.

Mr. LAMBERT: No deubt; but in the
matter of water-borne iron orc Bunbury is
perhaps situated as favourably as the iron
works on Lake Superior. A big ferru-alloy
trade could be established in Western Aus-
tralia right away. There is also the alkali
industry whieh, in view of the big salt de-
posits outside Geraldton, at Port Gregory,
offers wonderful opportunities of develop-
ment. The lead sulphate industry could be
established here under the conditions T bave
indicated, and in the same way we ecould
have central metallurgical works for treating
our lead and copper at one rentre. The es-
sential, however, is that the elcetrie power
should be conveved to a  port which could
both reccive the raw materials and ship the
finished products.

The Minister for Works: You cannot beat
Bunbury for that.

Mr. -LAMBERT: T am not concerned
about the particular port; but it is impera-
tive that a definite scheme shonld be formu-
lated, unless we ave to have a huge army of
unskilled labour, vnless we are entirely to
neglect the State’s scientific needs, unless we
are to pay no regard to the future of the
chemists whom our University is training.
In the matter of cheap fuel wé are situated
at least as faveurably as Vietoria with its
brown coal. T may mention, too, that Ger-
many is now making big strides in the de-
velopment of its brown coal deposits. T hope
the Government will not deal with this as o
merely abstract question. The present power
slation is doing good cnough work in light-
ing our houses and assisting various small
industries in the wmetropolitan area. Bat
that is not sufficient. We have to see whether
we cannot compete upen equal ferms with the
Eastern States, We are importing seven
million pounds’ worth of goods from the
Eastern States annualiy. I could mention
half a dozen other indusiries which, with
power properly developed and centraily de-
livered, would be established heve.  There
are the pyrites deposits and the lead dep-
posits. Even savages, with salt lakes avail-
able as they are here, would not purchase
salt; yet every ponnd of ecommon salt that
is pow usel in this State has to be imported.

The CHATRMAN: What has salt te do
with cleetric works?
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Me, LAMBERT: In 1912 there was estab-
lished at Edithburg a small salt works, with
a eapital of £30,000. Yast year that capital
was increased to £250,000, for the purpose of
embarking upen the electrolytic mannfae-
ture of caustic soda and bleaching powders
and pther things essentinl to the woollen in-
dustry, the manufacture of paper, amd other
subsidiary industries. We can do the same
thing here. About Port Gregory there are
salt lakes ecovering thomsands of acres, with
the salt five inches thick on them.

The Minister for Agricolture: There are
salt lakes in my district, too.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and also in the
distriet represented by the hon. gentleman‘s
brother. Yet cvery pound of salt this State
uses has to come from bevond the horders of
Western Avnstralia.

Hon. W, C'. Angwin: Salt is got from Rott-
nest.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is only a detail
We have no coustie soda works, and we have
no seap works; or no large soap works—
only a couple of small establishments. With
respect to ‘the establishment of an electrie
schome such as T have suggested, could not
our Government induee the Vietorian Gov-
crnment to let Sir John Monash come here
and report, as an initial step, on the realisa-
tion of what is now waste fuel at Collie
representing probably 10 per cent. of the
output? T repeat, no start can be made with
the establishment of seecondary industries
until we have cheap cleetric current.
© The MINTSTER TOR MINES: T realise
that it would be & very excellent thing to
have salt worka and caunstic soda works and
soap works and quite a number of other
works established in Western Anstralia; and
therefore T suggest that the hon. member
should mo out and prearh the doetrine to a
larger audiener, an1 a more attentive audi-
ence-—T judge from the state of the House—
and an audience with more capital in its
poekets, Meanwhie let me inferm the hop.
member what we are aetnally doing. The
hon. member is gnite wrong if he imagines
that at East Perth we are producting electrie
current at exeessive cost,

Mr. Harrison: Are not you selling it
cheaper than you are producing it?

The MIXTSTER TOR MINES: No. The
trouble s that quite a number of people
imagine that one mmst not on any account
sell part of one’s production of a commodity
at less than the averawe cost of produvtion,

Mr. TLambert: That is nonsense. )

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: T am glad
the hon, member has ecommodn sense on that
point. What we lose on the merry-go-rounds,
we get hack on the swinging boats. At the
East Perth power station we are producing
current cheaper than it is being jroduced at
any station in the British Isles or at any
station in the British Empire, except hydro-
clevtric stations. And we are Jdoiny that
while using coal brought from C(pllie, on
which pretty high freights are paid.
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Mr. Lambert: Do you produce current as
cheaply as the Morwell station will he able
to?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNat
quite so cheaply, However, we have not
defied the decision of the controal board as
regards the price te be paid tor Collie coal,
a% Vietorin dil in the matter of the price
to be paid for Morwell voal. Perlaps power
might le produced more cheaply at Collie;
et the hon. member must know that the eur-
reat is used, not at the station, bat at the
plave where it is requived, Of course eur-
rent would Le used at Dunlbury for certain
purposes, hut to turn iron ore inte a com-
mereial vommodity requires 2 good deal of
current. A furnace using ouly a small quan-
tity of eurrent woulkl he quite uscless, be-
rause the production of small quantities of
current i3 always very expensive.  So, until
we are i n position to find £€2,000,000 or
£:],000,000 for iron works at Bunbury, we
cannot cstablish a station for the generation
of the current they require down there.

AMr. Money: What about current for the
electrification of the railways?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That, 1
am atraid, is many vears ahead. We have
too mueh awaiting immediate attentior to be
talking abont the eleetrification of the rail-
ways. It cannot bhe done, becanse we can-
not hepe to find the necessary money. We
emrecteld the power station at East Perth in
1912, when the total requirements were about
12,000,000 upits per annum, Tn-day, without
any addition to that station, we are selling
25,000,000 units per annum, and are right
up against the provision of sufficient addi-
tional machinery to produce safely the cur-
rent already required in the metropelitan
aren. The cost of producing at that station
the current required in the wmetropolitan
area is not mueh more than would be the
cost of transmitting the current from Collie
to the metropolitan area. Moreover, onc
cannot produre at any station at .35 pence
all the current which would be necessary for
the purpose of a steel works, Therefore, you
must have some current used in other forms
sueh as lighting, and traction, at a price
ahove the actual cost of produetion, in
order to allow you to sell at less than
the ecost. If we veonld get a power
station establisheidl at the pit’s month at
C'ollie, and have it surrovnded by all those
industries which we have in the metropolitan
area, it shonld certainly be to the benmefit of
the State. Bnt we have not all those indus-
tries at the pit’s mouth.  Thercfore, the
power would have to be transmitted to Perth,
and the cost of transmitting it would be al-
most as mueh as the cost of producing it in
the metropolitan area. The hon. member
suggested bringing over Rir .Tohn Monash,
That gentleman may be a magnificent organ-
iser, but he has a totally Jifferent proposition
to handle, The men in Victoria ape being
paid 2s. 6d. per ton on the open eunt system.
They are not treated as are the miners at
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Collie. The Vietorian UGovernment held up
the whole State rather than pay the
rates iail down by the tribunal. Would
the hen, member have us do that! We have
not overlooked the nsing of the voal at pres-
ent thrown aside at Uollie. We have intro-
duced spevial stokers which will enable us to
Imrn almast dist from  the  Collie mines.
Memlwrs vome here and critivise the power
station, imt 1 do not think more than five of
them have ever visited it.  Hon. members
woiilid flo well to po down there and sce what
is happening.  We have here an item for a
Hew penerating unit.

Han, W, 1, Angwin: It is wanted, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is, in-
deeit,  We have in sight a total Jdeoand for
sutlivient current to keep oll three units in
that station fully ocrupied. OUne canboot run
an vlectric gencrating station with the whole
af the machinery continually in operation,
There must be a standby umt. It is doubt-
ful, however, whether in June next we shail
have one, [ take some little c¢redit for the
manager of the scheme, Mr, Taylor, and a
little to wmyself fur having the courage to
bark him in foresveing, 12 months ago, that
we would require a new gcrerating set. We
are to-day able to get a set which, in conse-
quence of the latest improvements, will oe-
cupy very little more than the space oceun-
pied by any of the sets already there. We
have in sight a demand for 4,650 additional
horse-power which will be required during
the current year. Tt is essential that we
should have the new generating set. When
that station was bnilt we not only provided
the three existing scts, bul we provided hous-
ing for another set. The station, therefore,
from its inception, has been ecarrying over-
head charges which embraced the additional
capital outlay for the purpose of making pro-
vigsion for 1922, Then people ask why this
station does not pay. If the supply of clee-
tricity were controlled under ome head, the
people in the metropolitain area would get
cheaper current than they are getting to-day,
and it would be to the benefit of everybody.
A memher of another place brought out elec-
trieal appliances to put in his home in West
Perth. After they had arrived and were put
in position, the c¢ity council refused to make
the connertion, declaring that there would be
some difficulty in West Perth in regard {o
the supply of current. Here is the manager
of the power station looking for fresh cus-
tomers, while the city couneil sits down and
will not cven step out of ita wav to get ad-
ditional subserihers! T should like to see a
change made, plaring the supply under one
head and deoing awav with the middle man.

Mr. Mann: The eity council will take new
subseribers—at its own priee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We pro-
vide pwople beyond a five mile radius with
eurrent at very much cheaper rate than the
city enuncil requires from them.

Mr. Mann: But you eannot relieve the peo-

pte in the wmetropolitan area, who have to
trade with the eity council.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The peo-
ple in the metropolitan area can do that for
then selves. If 1 were to bring down a Bill
to annul our agreement with the city coun-
eil, T should be devried for doing something
in the nature of confiseation, .z a matter
of fact, the eity couneil is robbing itself.
The industrics are compeled to go beyonl
the five-mile ridivs in order that they might
get their corrent from wns instead of from
tha eity eouneil, In Mt. Lawley, in the heart
of the vity, the people are paying more for
lighting current than the people of Guildford
have to pay, although the Guikiford supply
is paying the power station handsomely.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: But it does not cost
you as wuch as it costs the ¢ity conneil,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T do not
consider that a man who wishes fo estahlish
8 business to-day shoubl be ealled upon to
earry the hurden of the purchase of an old
gas plant, effected hy the eity couneil years
ago.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Somchody must carry
it. -
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Let it be
carried by a special rate; then you will get
current distributed at a figure at which it
will be profitable to establish industrics.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: It cost us at Fre-
mantle over £40,000 to take your current.

The MTNISTER FOR MINES: That was
only the first charge. Trid yon borrow the
money, or did you do it out of revenue?

Hon. W. . Angwin: We had to borrow
somo of if.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ecity
councillors talk about what it rost them to
ehange over, but they do not explain that
" they are charging people just outside Vie-
toria. Park 84., whereas we charge them
5d. A fair percentage of the money required
for the power station is for the purpose of
laying additional cables into the outer sub-
urbs in order that people may be supplied
with current at a rate which will epable them
to establish indnsiries.

Mr. Mann: Tn the meantime the small
manufacturer in the city has to suffer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
help it. Tf the hon. member will back me in
the view that the city council is merely a de-
puted body, and that we ought to preseribe
its eharges for current, we may be able to
afford relief to the small mannfacturer in
the city. I am rather proud of the power
station. Through it alone have we been able
to introduce secondary industries which
would not otherwise have heen started here,
The Australian Steel Company, which began
operations in Sydney, was able to get cur-
rent from us, at a lower rate than that at
whkich it could be obtained in Sydney. The
company eommenced here with a small plant
for the making of high class steel tools. The
manager, probably by invitation, went to
England, and in consequence Hadfield & Co.,
of Sheflicld, arve about to establish works
which will require from three million to five
million units per annom from our power
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station. It is not only a question of the
vnits of cleetricity but of the employment
that this power will give. They are going
to take onr raw material, and make not only
what is requived in Western Australin and
nther-yarts of Australia, but actoally manu-
facture it here. It is noi a e tion rerely
of poumls shillinas and puenes, but rather” of
the wdvantase to be derived by the general
community. Taking all these facts iurn von-
sideration, T sny that th: power station is
one of the host asssts that could have bren
establislied in the metropolitun aren. T have
no hesitution in asking the Committee to
pags this additional amount. The power
station will assist ns in making readv for
thow industries which are se desiruble in
the interests of Western Australin.

Mr. MOXNEY: I appreciate the power of
electricity, bet have never known a Minister
to isplay such an attitude towanls it as the
present Minister.  Surely, if we ean vote
£175,000 for extvnsions to the power station,
we can jook elsewhere than in the eity of
Perth for the development of our future in-
dustries. Are all the industries to be centred
in Perth?  No details have been afforded
to us as to whether it i3 pessible for the
power that may be required to be penerated
clsewvhere. T we can create cheap power in
Perth we can surely create cheaper power
in Collie, if we have not to pay 12a. o ton
for railing the coal to Perth.

Mr. Manan: It was originally 4a,

Mr, MONEY: We should know whether
any inquiry has recently breen made into the
question of generating ecleetricity ul Colle.
With our increasing railway mileage we
shall yet have to develop along the lines of
what amounnts to a motor service, and that
will require electrieity transmitted from
rome central generating station,

The Minister for Mines; They have not
been very suceessful clsewhere.

Mr. MONEY: Western Aaustralia nmust
show the road to success cven if others have
failed. Instcad of encounraging new indus-
tries to come to the cheap power in Perth,
it will be better to gemerate cheiper posver
in Collie, and encourage industries to estalb-
lish themselves ont of Perth.

Mr. LAMBERT: T have no desire to de-
tract from the value of the power station at
East Perth. The Minister has been far see-
ing in making provision for extensions there.
I am not blind to the fact, however, that we
require somcthing bigger than thia for the
industrial and. commercial expansion of the
State. The Minister need not Dluff threuwgh
by indieating that this is the last word in
the gencrating of electric current.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is.

Mr. LAMBERT: In 1912 he thought the
greatest output that wouwld be required would
be 12 millien units per year, whercas to-day
it is 25 millions, and next year he
wants another four million units for the
steel works. The Minister's narrow vision
then is equally narrow to-day. It will not
allow him to see that if we arc to have large
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indastrics here we must have a central gen-
erating power station at the pit's mouth. It
is ne use his trying to bamboozle members
into the belief that those who are suggesting
this course 1ail to recognise the value of the
¥ast Perth station to the metropolitan area.
4t is not possible to establish any new in-
dustry of any magnitude unless we are able
to assure the people concerned that we have
the necessary natural resources, and that the
intention of the Government is to develop
such a source of “electrical power that will
enable industries to utilise those natural re-
sources,  Jlow are we going to provent im-
portations up to seven millions a year unless
we develop our own resources? It is neees-
sary te encourage our struggling industries
here just as it was necessary to do so in the
other States. We have been in relation to
the other States what Australia was before
Federaton in relation to foreign ecountries.
We are handicapped by the unfair com-
petition with the Eastern States. We should
throw our imagination forward and look to
the time when we must utilise our products
to the full, and possess a central generating
statien without which it will be impossible
tn do so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister has
been rather unjust to the eity council. 1t is
thonght that the local authorities who are
getting carrent from the Government aro
making exeeedingly high profits,

The Minister for Mines: So they are.

Tion W. ", ANGWIN: The city counecil
has done well so Tar as power is concerned.
Although electrical material has gone up over
300 per cent., and wages have been raised
from 1ls. to 19s. a day, and other expenses
with reference to refailing cleetrieity have
greatly increased, the price for current
charged to the publie for lighting is just the
same as it was before the war. The profits
on the current arc not as great as they were
in 1914

The Minister for Mines:
the bulk.

Hon, W,

Tey, they are, in

C. ANGWIN: I am talking
about retail. The profits are not ar great as
members are led to believe.  When the city
conneil took the enrrent ovoer from the Gov-
ernment a large expenditure was neeessary.
Suh-stations had to be ercefed, new machin-
ery had to be provided, and the eost of the
ol plant had to he met hy the ratepayers.

Mr. Mann: Do yon appreciate the faet
that the small mannfacturer in Perth is at a
disadvantage?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Yes, becanse the
loeal authoritics outside are in a position to
ofi'er enrrent at a cheaper rate than the city
couneil. T a cortain quantity of cenrrent
is taken it ean he had te-day’ at 9d. per
unit. That applies right through the metro-
politan area; and if that ix not cheap enough,
T do net know what will be,

The Minister tor Mines: The department
have never had any trouble with Fremantle
i this matter.
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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Power las been
charged too high in Perth, but the Fremantle
Tramway Board to-day are not making the
saume profit as they were moking in 1014,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Harkours and Rivers, £162 500,
Item, Bunbuey Harbour Works, £29,000:

Mr, MONEY: It jx a considerable time
since the whole of the represeatatives of the
Sonth-West took a keen interest in thix work,
and it is new nearly two years sinee they
were At the trouble of pointing ont to the
Government the depths and {acilities re-
quired in order to allow of Bunbury harbour
serving the grain growers of the Williams-
Narrogin and Pingelly districts, the coal pro-
ducers of (oilie, andl the fruitgrowers of the
Nelson distriet. They were given to under-
stand that the depths furnished by them as
pessibilities would be investigated promptly;
but from that time onwards they have no
official intimation of what has heen or is to
he done. Those 16 or 17 representatives took
the keencst interest in saving the port from
becoming the white clephant of Western Aus-
tralin. ‘There was an authorisation for the
expeniliture of £130,000 at 1he port, and it
was through the efforts of these members that
a scheme was evolved for an expenditure of
£90,000 ~to supply cvery faellity that the
£130,00(t scheme was designod to furnish—
the distinet understanding being that the
balanee, £60,000, would be devoted to the pro-
vigion of the necessary facilities for shipping
everything that the South-West had to export.
To-day the port of Bunbury consists simply
of a jetty. For the cxport of timber it is
probably as good a port as ary in Australia;
timher is shipped there with preat expedi-
tion. But in the matter of coal export Bun-
bury has not the facilities it onght to have.
Depth of water is absolutely requisite for a
eonl export trade. The South-Western mem-
bers have satisfied themselves that the neces-
sary depth of water is there—satisfied them-
selves from the records of official borings
made 15 years ago, Those records show a
possibility of a depth of 46 ft., and this with
the area of water fully protected. The break-
water has heen extended to 1,000 feet, If
another breakwater were vonstructed paraliel
to the existing breakwater, it is obvious what
would be the extension of the area protected.
I have put the matter to harbour engineers,
and they agree with me; and they tell me,
further, that the more one aarrows the por-
tion Detween the end of the breakwaier and
the shore, the less' will he the volume oft
rough water that will enter the harbour. The
Minister informed the South-Western mem-
bers that they would receive a reply within
a fortnight.

Hon. P. Ugllier:

Mr. MONEY: Over two vears ago. Since
then we have inquired again and again, and
have again and again been ‘nformed that the
engrineers are still boring for the purpose of
confirming the horings made 15 years ago,

How long agn was thatt
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The Minister for Works: XNothing of the
sort!

Mr. MONEY: The Government were boring
in Bunbury harbour 28 years ago, when 1
first saw Western Australia. Are the wheat
growers of the Williams-Nacrogin and Pin-
gelly distriets ever to have proper facilities
for exporting their wheat from Bunbury? Are
wo ever to have sites on shore at Bunbury for
the bunkering of Collie coal and the bulk
handling of wheat? What a trade this State
i losing every year in bubkering alone!
Dredging and reclamation will make Bun-
bury harbour sufficiently Jeep to accommo-
date any steamer that comes to Awstralia. Is
it simply camouflage and delay that we en-
counter every time in conmection with this
matter? The fruitgrowers of Western Aus-
tralia have been severcly handicapped for
many years, It eosts them two-thirds of their
gross returns to place their fruit on the mar-
ket. That has heen the position for the past
two years. No other producer in the world
has to pay so large a proportion of his re-
turn for the mere placing of his product on
the market,

Mr. O’Loghler: Four years ago the Min-
ister promised to remedy the position.

Mr. MONEY: Not only has the fruit-
grower of the South-West to pay 5d4. or 6d.
per case extra rail freight owing to his frnit
being bronght away from its proper port to
Fremantle, but there is the matter of de-
terioration of the fruit owing to the unncees-
sary length of transport, which deterioration
is probably equal to 9d. or 10d. per ease.
Again, as regards coal, why should the Collie
industry have to pay 12s. per ton extra to
have its coal hauled from Brunawick June-
tion to Fremantle insteal of to Bunbury?
We learn that coal from the Old Country
and from America is now successfully eom-
peting  with Anstralian coal at Singapore.
If the Government of fo-day intend to o
nothing, let them tell the people in the South-
West so in plain words, and then the Sonth-
West will be nrepared to do its own work,
take over its owa port.

The Minister for Works: Rubbish!

Mr, MONEY: That is the sort of answer
2 man gives when he has no proper answer.

The Minister for Works: I am sure the
people of the South-West cannot do it.

Mr. MONEY: I am not stating rubhish,
but plain facts. The people of the South-
West have had promises upon promises,
When I was doing my best to save this
wastage in ral freight and to assist the
development of the South-West, I was Tooked
npen by the Government as a nuisanee.
Truoe, the Government have made a timber
port of Bunbury; but, if they hal not done
that, what would have “happened to their
raflways? When the timber strike was in
progress, the railways showed a huge loss.

Hon. W. . Angwin: The mistake was that
the timber was not taken to Flinders Bay in
the first place.

Mr. MONEY : Would the member for North-
East Fremantle advocate that being done ?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: At any rate, I know
what I am talking about. It would not cost
anything for haulage there.

Mr. Money: That is what the member for
North-East Fremantle thinks.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin : Bunbury has had more
done for it than any other port in Western
Australia.

Mr. MONEY : Is there any site provided for
the bulk handling of wheat at Bunbury ?

Mr. (Loghlen: No.

Mr. MONEY: Are there any up-to-date
bunkering facilities for handling Collie coal
at Bunbury ? :

Hon. P. Collier: No, nothing.

Mr. MONEY : There was a £90,000 scheme
for the provision of export facilities there. We
want to know if the work done, has cost the full
amount and if not, what has become of the
balance. This is not the time for niceties or
friendship er for any other interests than the
interests of one’s district. Nothing will help
better than to provide proper facilities at the
natural port so that the development of the
hinterland may be encouraged. What will
happen if those facilities are not provided ?
The railway line from Perth to the wheat belt
will have to be duplicated. The line from Perth
to Bunbury is well occupied in earrying coal from
Collie and if we are to continue hauling coal
all the way to Fremantle, we will have to duplicate
the line from Collie to Brunswick.

The Minister for Works : It should have been
done years ago.

Mr. MONEY : Now we have an admission
from the Minister.

The Minister for Works: If I did not know
?om about it than you do, I should not be

ere,

Mr. MONEY : The Minister admits that the
line from Collie to Brunswick should have been
duplicated ycars ago.

The Minister for Works: I did not say that.
I referred to the Bunbury-Perth line.

-Mr. MONEY : As evidencing what may be
done by the development of the natural barbours
of & country by making use of the trade which
should go to them, New Zealand may be quoted.
No country has gone ahead like that Dominion
where they develop their natural ports in & proper
manner.

Hon. P. Collier: The curse of Victoria and
New South Wales is centralisation.

Mr. MONEY : That is right, and from the
evil of centralisation has arisen the movement
for smaller states.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That movement will con-
tinue to grow.

Mr. MONEY: 1 was ostonished t{o hear
the Minister for Works say that it was rubbish
when I said that the people of the South-West
would be willing to take over their natural

rt.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: So would any district
be prepared to take over their port—after the
harbour i8 finished. They do not want to pay
for it.

Mr. MONEY : Are not all the goods produced
in the Sputh-West worth something, that they
should not teke advantage of their natural port ?
Yet the Minister says they have Buckley's chance
of getting the port ; the Minister had o right
to say that. .
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The Minister for Works; I did not say they
bad Buckley’s chance.

Mr. MONEY : The Minister said it was rabbish
and that they had Buckley’'s chance. Asaitis
now, it is sheer wastage to haul goods sll the way
to Fremantle, when Bunbury is the natural port
for this distriect. We talk about decentralisation,
but is it merely to be a platform cry to enable
members to secure return to Parliament ? We
should act upon that principle and see thas real
decentralisation is brought about. Yet when I
advocate something along those lines the Minister
for Works says that it 15 rubbish.

The Minister for Works: Well, that is my
opinion,

Mr. MONEY : If I can get an expression of
opinion from the people of the South-West that
they are prepared to take over their natural
port, will the Minister be prepared to hand if
over?

The Minister for Works: I will consider it.

Mr. MONEY : It is not fair that the South-
West should be handicapped by all this camou-
flage. I do not understend the attitude of the
Minister. As a matter of fact, he did not know
the depth of water we have at that port.

The Minister for Works: Were those depths
where you said they were ?

Mr. MONEY : We have the Public Works
Department's plans! Are they wrong ¥ If so,
we should have an inquiry into the operations
of the Public Works Department.

The Minister for Works: You move for that
and I will support you.

Mr. MONIEY : These particulars were referred
to the Engineer-in-Chief and he said they had
them in the office.

The Minister for Works: Why do you not
tell the whole story and not merely the part of
it that suits your own purposes ?

Mr. MONEY : That is not a fair interjection
by the Minister. If I have said anything that
I cannot corroborate I will withdraw the state-
ment, but it is not right for the Minister to talk
like that. No ane has taken a keener interest
in this mafter than T have.

The Minister for Works : You arc not the only
one.

Mr. Pickering: No, of course not.

Mr. MONEY : T know that it is only by being
so convinced that errors were being made in
.regard to the Dunbury Harbour that members
representing Scuth-Western constituencies come
to take a keen interest in this matter, ' It was
only when convineed there was a huge waste
of money poing on that the members for the
South-West took the steps they did. Had they
not pointed out the inefliciency of the Bunbury
harbour scheme, it would have been gone on
with, I remember that on one oceasion the
Minister authorised me to get certain information
from the Poblic Works Department ; but when
I went along for it, that information was refused
me.

The Minister for Works : By whom ¥

Mr. MOXEY : Yot the late Mr. C. Y. O Connor
was not  ahove discussing  engineering “works
with me.  Any schoal boy could see the faults
in the Bunbury harbour scheme. ‘

Hon. W. . Angwin: The late Mr. (. Y.
(" Connor designed that harbour.

Mr. MONEY : Xo, he did not. He wanted
& safe harbour, inside the astuary. Unfortunately
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we took something which promised to be com-
pleted more quickly, and it has ever since proved
& mistake. The breakwater was put in s position
whereit has always silted up.

The Minister for Works: T wish you would
silt up.

Mr. MONEY : No doubt, but T am not going
to do so.

FThe Minister for Works: Why not give the
name of the man who refused you the informa-
tion ?

Mr. MONEY : I bave too much pity for you.
The siltage down there is going te be a trouble
for all time. The gite has been dredged three or
four times, and it requires constant dredging.
Considering the lack of facilities, it is amazing
that Bunbury should maintain its position as
the fifth export port in the Commonwealth. By
the interjections, one would think it was only
the question of a jetty at a little fishing village.
One is not decrying Fremantle, or Geraldton, or
Albany ; they are all entitled to their trade in
their own zones. However, there seems to be
no real effort made to provide facilitiea for doing
all the trade which belongs to a given port.
Tt is inconceivable that when public men approach
the Government everything should be donc to
put them off. The people of the South-West
deserve better treatment at the hands of the
Minister,

The Minister for Works: They have had
very good treatment.

Mr. MONEY : I hope that in this partScular
matter the members of the South-West will be
afforded all possible information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The member
for Bunbury is evidently obscssed with an idea
that Bonbury ia regarded by the (tovernment
as being of no moment. That impression is
quite wrong and he ought to know it. He should
know therc are other factors to be taken into
account in conmcction with public works. The
right of Bunbury to export the hulk of the timber,

. fruit, and wheat pmduced in the district cannot

be denied and hai never been denied by the
Government or by myself. Representative people
of the town have thanked me time after time for
supplying  information which they had been
unable to get before. The sugpestion thab
the necessary money to take over the harbour
eould br raised from the people of the South-
West is quite untenable, The sum required
to give them what they want would probably
amount to three.quarters of a million. If we
attempted to put on the land to be served a
special rate of only a halfpenny in the pound
for this purpose, there would be such an outery
that the hon, member would e ousted from his
seat. Lot us get down to facts. The expert
in Bunbury before the present member took
on the job was a draper named Tipping, a very
estimable gentleman, but the 0ld saying about the
cobbler rticking to his last applied to him.  Mr.
Tipping was enthusiastic about the harbour, but
he was a draper.  Our engineers gave attention
to hin suggestions and also to the representations
of the member for Bunbury., When I asked
the han. member to name &nyone who had
refused to give him information which I had
said he could have, he would not state the name.
Will he give it now ? His strictures on ofiicers
of the Works Department were unwarranted
and unworthy, Mr. Tipping and Mr. Money
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both said there weas & mud hole at Bunbury.
There are several mud holea. There was one
having & full depth of 40ft., but in the area to
be covered by the dock there were portions where
rock accurred ot 23 to 26 feet. The position
of course was governed by these lesser depths.
This information did not eatisfy the people of
Bunbury and so ] promised to have the whole
affair probed. We then found depths which
were not marked on sny of the charts in the
department.

Mr. Money: Good depths, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : These have
not yet been plotted out in such & way that the
information can be put before me. What-
ever we have found, however, the Premier has
not the funds required to carry out the work.
The member for Bunbury said that lack of
funds should not hinder the getting of informe-
tion. The hon. member may have all the informa-
tion as soon as it is ready, but he is not going
to get it until it is ready.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What are those depths
not shown on other charts ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We found
some depths of 40ft. and some of 3%4t. In my
opinion the money expended in boring in the
Bunbury harbour will be money well spent,
oven if it does not produce results, for it will set
at rest the opinions of those gentlemen who sre
not trained engineers, The hon. member eaid
there was simply a jetty at Bunbury. It is
a good jetty. It is what the people of Bunbury
were satisfied to get when I went there and spoke
with them. But the people of Bunbury are like
the people of other shipping ports—-they ere
always on the look-out for more.

Hon. P. Collier: And you let these un-
sophisticated drapers select their own plau ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ko, we
tried to satisfy them, but it is impossible to
do =o. Lest year we spent on the Buunbury
Harbour £36,000; this year we propose to
expend £29,000. For dredging the approach
to the jetty the sum of £9,000 has been allocated.
When the mole was built many years ago it was
considered that it would completely prevent the
drift of sand which has given Bunbury so much
trouble, It is now found thet the force of the
sea is 5o great that it drives the silt through
the wall, along the wall, and round the corner.
It was proposed to spend £10,000 on electric
cranes. These have been made at the State
Implement Works, at a price that compares
favourably with the imported article and has
resulted in a good profit to the works. On the
installation of electric power and light £1,000 will
be spent. An investigation in connection with
the inner harbour and other minor works brings
up the toial expenditure to £29,000.

Hon, I~ Collier: What does Mr. Tipping
think of it now ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know. They will get the depth of water that
is available, and it cannot be meade any deeper.
The member for Bunbury has bombarded me
with letters on this subject for several years.
I do not remember the promice he speaks of.
No one is going to deny Bubbury the necessary
facilities for handling wheat and coa) when we
have the money to provide them. The late
Mr. C. Y. (’Connor’e scheme was for an inner
harbour. Wlen the late Lord Forrest put the
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first item on the Loan Estimates of £100,000
the matter was fully discussed between ue.
The scheme that was carried out had the ap-
proval of Mr, 0'Connor, but there is no doubt
he would have preferred the inner harbour scheme
if he conld have got it. Every Minister for Works
has to be governed by the state of the Treasury.
If the hon, member feels he ia not getting what
he would like let him go to the Treasury. During
the last few years money has not been available
for these works, and nothing the hon. member can
say ean alter the fact that without money we
cannot do anything,

. Mr. O’Loghlen: What about the £70,000
in connection with Leke Clifton #

The MINISTER FOR WORKR: Is it neces
sary to introduce that matter now ? There is
going to be » Royal Commission on the matter,
and I cannot reply to the hon. member.

Mr. @’Loghlen: Why can yoa not reply ?
Who wanted the Royal Commission ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did for
one, and Mr. Colebatch also wanted it.

Mr. 0’Loghlen: The House did not want it.
The State should not have to pay that money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I caonot
discuss the matter now. Every attention has
been paid to Bunbury that could be paid to it.

Mr. Money: We can neither import nor
export.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We cannot
any of us do all that we would like to do. Until
the financial position improves it is useless to
suppose that we shall have any large sum of
money to spend there.

Progress reported.

BILL—ARCHITECTS.

Returned from the Couneil with
ments.

amend-

Houge adjourned at 11-10 p.m.
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